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| PREFACE- 


T is an Aft of Prudence in any man 
I that deſigns any thing for publick 
View, to conſider, Firſt within him- 
elf, whether what he is to offer be uſeful 
2 it ſelf ; not better handled ty other 
3 - Authors, who have written upon the ſame. 
3 Swubjef before, and whether what he 
Y writes be ſuitable to the profeſſion and em- 
ployment of the Author : And if theſe 
three circumſtances ever concurred in any 
diſcourſe that hath yet paſſed the Preſs, 1 
think, 1 may ſafely ſay, they do in this 
that 1 am now to treat upon, for the ſub- 
Jett cannct be denyed to be very uſeful , 
the main end of it being t0 improve cap=- 
tivity to ſpiritual purpoſes, and to teach 
Priſoners how td behave themſelves under 
thoſe afflictions which are but for a 
A'3- IIN1O- - 
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mometit : ſo as fo make them inſtru- 
mental towards the attainment of an 
eternal weight of glory. They that 
have the exjoyment of their Liberty, 
have not ſo great need of ſuch direftions 
as theſe men have: Their Liberty which 
i 4 preat advantage in it felf, carries 
with it alſo many advantages for their 
improvement in ſpiritual things , they 
have the freedom of acceſs to their ſpiri-. 
tual Guides, the choice of learned men , 
with whom they may if they pleaſe di- 
{courſe in the affairs and concerns of their 
ſouls, and which 1 an advantage beyond 
all theſe, the liberty of frequenting, as 
often as they pleaſe the publick Congrega- 
tions, where they have the offices of Re- 
ligion performed, not only every Chriſtian 
Sabbath, tut in divers places of this City, 
every day, but ſnch conveniencies as 
theſe, are wanting to Prifuners under 
zbeir confixements, for in many parts of 
this Nation there are no conſtant Mini- 
fters allotted to thoſe places, and though 
the care of this City have provided better 
| here , aſſigning to every Priſon nnder 
| their 
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their inſpettion, 4 particular Preacher , 
yet impoſſible it us, that any ene man ſhoula 
divide himſelf to attend to all the parti- 
cular exigencies of every Priſoner, and 
therefore it is very neceſſary, that ſuch 
en ſhould be provided with ſuch a Coun- 
ſeller, whom they may adviſe with when 
they pleaſe, ſuch printed directions as 
they may read whenſoever they will . Now 
although this Subjett may well be account- 
ed very uſeful upon the grounds now men- 
tioned, yet I find noxe that have treated 
upon the whole matter here offered by 
me, and few that have inſiſted upon any 
part of it, and thoſe few had been fewer, 
but that lately the neceſſities of Priſoners 
were in (ome meaſure provided for by the 
pious pains of one Mr. Flower the worthy 
Redor of $t Margaret Lothbury ,not long 
ſince offered to the Right Honourable the 
Court of Aldermen, and received bythe 
with a kind approbation ; but that di(- 
courſe conſiſting either ouly or chiefly F 
Prayers and Ejaculations, may well be 
thouzht to have left room for another 
writer, who purſueth the [ame ry 
Cay 


end, the good of Priſoners, by a different 
method, the providing for them ſuch di- 
reftions, as are ſuitable to guide them in 
thoſe duties which are proper for their 
preſent conditions : And if the doing of 
this be agreeing to the profeſſion of any 
man living, it is to mine, who am at this 
time attually a Preacher, licenſed by the 
Reverend Father in God Lord Biſhop of 
London, and appointed by the Right Ho- 
wourable the Court of Aldermen , with 
the encouragement of a con iaerable Sa- 
Lary to one of thoſe Priſons, for the uſe of 
which this diſcourſe is deſjaned , and 
though 1 have enlarged my Meditations 
ſomething further , then my particular 
charge obligeth me to do, yet 1 hope, that 
what is a commendation in ordinary cha- 
rity, will be accounted no fault in that 
which is ſpiritual, that it is communica- 
tive : In the purſuing theſe ends 1 have 
choſen a ſtile ſuitable to the Subjet 1 am 
treating on, not ſet off with Courtly ex- 
preſſions or Quaint Phraſes, but in plain 
. words, ſuitable tothe Truths 1 am to de- 
ter, and io the poop people Iam to in- 
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ſtruit : Nor have Tonly provided for the 
conſolation of thoſe with whom 1 have to 
dr, as knowing, that men of ill lives, 
as too many of them are, may many 
times have more comfort mn fo 
them, then they are fit for, or then u fit 
for them, but I have ſincerely endeavou- 
red to inſtruft them, not only in more 
pleaſing duties, but in thoſe alſo that are 
more Fonts and have choſex rather to 
anger the ſore than skin it over , where 
I have thought corroſives to be more pro- 
per for my patients, than applications of 
a milder nature : This in general may 
ſuffice to have been ſaid concerning the 
general defizn of this Treatiſe ; my par- 
ticular method ſhall be this : Firſt, to 
aiſcourſe concerning the duties of thoſe 
that art Priſoners for Debt : Secoxaly, to 
proceed to thoſe that are Malefattours in 
4 lower rank, whoſe penalty is, ſome pub- 
lick diſgrace or corporal puniſhment, or 
any infliction under that of Death, Third- 
ly, I ſhall endeavonr to offer ſomething 
ſuitable to the condition of thoſe, who are 
attually wnaer the ſentence of Death, and 
£ are 


are under the conflant exſpetfation of the 
cedyExecution of it upon themſelves. And 
all which 1 ſhall ſay under theſe heads will 
be very proper to ſome one er other of thoſe 
that are under my particular charge and 
inſpettion , and as to ſume of the fore- 
mentioned particulars, not improper to 
the conditions of thoſe that are Priſaners 
in-Ludgate, the Fleet, the Counters, 
or other Priſons : But becauſe divers Ho- 
{[pitals alſo are under the care of that City 
which 7 ferve, and by whoſe allowance my 
dabours are encouraged , 1 (hall ſubjoyn 
arvers things which are uſeful to them, 
nd give ſome direftions ſuitable to thoſe 
that are educated at the publick expence, 
#5 in the Hoſpital of Chriſt-Church, or 
are healed of their wounds and other in- 
rmities, as in St. Bartholomew's, or 
are reftored to their wits and. ſenſes, ſo 
far forth, as the uſe of Phyfick and hu- 
mane means will contribute , with the 
bleſſing of God upon them, as in Bethleem, 
commonly called Bedlam, or are reduced 
rom 4 boſe and extravagant, to a more 
aigent aud thrifty life, as in Bridewel. 
, | And 


* And becauſe what man can ſay, will te 
| wnſucceſsful, unleſs rhe ſpirit of God ſet 
it home on mens hearts, I ſhall to every 
.. Ore of thoſe Chapters ſubjoyn | (auch prayers 
.. asare proper to the matter a; ſcourſed of 
.. inthem: And, that what 1 Foy: ſay may 
be the more uſeful, and the more readily 
' applied to fc encies of thoſe for whom 
ro is deſigned, 1 Tihall — irs my mattey 
znto ſeveral 5 rad ſuitable to thoſe 
ſeveral heads already propounded , that 
' whoever ſhall think fit to make uſe of this 
Book, may eaſily find what is proper to his 
: particular condition , and , if he ſo 
pleaſe, let the reſt alone ; 1 ſhall begin 
with the condition of tho ſe, who are Pri 
ſoners for Debt, 


; 
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'- Diredtons ſuitable to thoſe who are Pri- 
- * ſoners for Debt ; which may be applyable to 
the condition of ſuch as are Priſoners in Lud- 
gate, the Fleet; or either of the Counters, or 
Newgate, 44 #t is the County Priſon for 
Debt, RC. | 


Here are ſome who have made great 
buaſts of ſome excellent Narpep- 
xgxo or Univerſal Medicine for all 
ailings, but thoſe who have better 

conſidered things, find that it is more pru- 
dent to appropriate a particular Medicine.to 
every particular diſeaſe, and withal to have 
regard to the temper and conſtitution of the 
Patient, with other circumſtances, attending 
his condition, and as it is in our natural in- 
firmities, ſo alſo is it in our ſpiritual; gene. 
ral applications are ſeldom of any efficacy a- 

ainſt particular ſins, but he that would be 
a ſucceſsful Phyſitian of fouls, ought to di- 
vide the word aright, and not only deliver 
gun truths, but take care to bring them 

ome as much as may be to- every mans par- 
ticular caſe; and this courſe I ſhall obſerve 
in what I have to offer for the good of Pri- 
Ef any ſonersz 


(2) 
ſoners, where according to my propounded 
method, I begin with Debtors, and theſe, 
according to the cauſes of their troubles, may 
beranked into two ſorts: Firſt, Some there 
are, amore innocent ſort of Debtors, who 
have not drawn their miſeries upon them- 
ſelves, but have fallen into them by the ſevere 
providence of God towards them, whether 
in loſſes at Sea, or the failing of their Credi- 
tors, whoſe ruine haſtens theirs alſo, or by 
other methods,better known to Trades-men, 
then Divines : Beſides theſe.» Secondly, 
There are another ſort, who have fallen into 
want by luxury or ryot, extravagancy or ll 
Husbandry, and endeyoured to get rid of it 
by Knavery, and Fraud, and unjuſt Compo- 
ſitions, rather choofing to tire their Credi:ors 
by delaying arts, and a ſeeming patience un- 
der their confinement then to diſchargethem- 
ſelves of their Debts, by more honeſt and 
righteous ways; and as the cafes of theſe two 
are different, ſo the direQions for them mult 
be different likewiſe: To the former of theſe 
my direQions, (hall be: Firſt to own and ac- 


knowledge the Juſtice of Gods providence, 


towards them, although as yet they cannottell 
the particular reaſons of it: To men under 
theſe circumſtances Fob may be a very ſuitgble 
pattern, who under greater loſſes then moſt 


men ulnally ſuffer, yer paticntly ſaid, The 
Lord 
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rord gave, the Lord hath taken away, Bleſſed 


' be the name of the Lord, Job1- 21, and as pro- 


per for them may be the example of Eli, who 
upon the. receipt of very unwelcome news» 
very pioufly ſaid, /t is the Lord, let hi» ds 
what ſeemeth bim good 1 Sam. 3, 18. and to 
theſe they may ſubjoyn a pattern far greater 


then either of theſe, that of our Lord and Sa- 


viour Jeſus Chriſt, who after he had prayed 
for the removal of that bitter Cup, yet qui- 
etly ſubmitted to the pleaſure of Godin it, 
with that pious ejaculation, Nor my will but 
thine be done, St. Loch. 22. 42. Too uſual 
it is for men tofret at ſecond cauſes, and to 
murmur at thoſe, who are but as inſtruments 
in Gods hand, but they that ſeek for the 

round of their troubles no higher then this 
[eek too low, for th:re is a providence above 
that ordereth all, a wiſdom above that dire&s 


. all, and a hand generally unobſerved by moſt 


rnen that guides all things for the good of 
thoſe who love and fear him; and it is our 
ſpiritual prudence to look above theſe low- 
er cauſes, and obſerve that higher; thus did 
oſeph, wbo gratefully acknowledgeth the 
providence of God in the ſeverity of his Bre- 
thren, and their unkindneſs towards him, as 
for you, ſaith be, you thougbe evil againſt me, 
but God meant it for good, Gen, 50. 20. Thus 
did David, vw hen Skimes curſed him, Abiſhas 
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| (4) 
flycth out in revenge againſt the Inſtrument, 
but David difcerns the hand of God init, 
Let him alone, let him curſe, for the Lord hath 
bidden him, > Sam. 16. 11. and if Priſoners 
for debt, deſtgn for themſelves any Chriſtian 
adyantaveby their afflictions, here they ought 
ro begin the courſe of their ſpiritual im- 
provements, in diſcerning the all diſpoſing 
providencein his juſt permiſſion and wiſe or 
dering of them for the good of thoſe who 
are exerciſed thereby. | | 
Secondly, When Debtors have diſcerned 
the hand of God in their afflictions, it is their 
duty to exerciſe that patience which becomes 
Creatures under their corretions from a gra- 
tious Creator: It muſt be confeſſed, that it 
is very natural for men the more to repine at 
their ſufferings, by how much they think 
themſelves the leſs deſerving of them : What 
we deferve, we thick we ought quietly to 
ſ»fer, bur it adds to the fretftulneſs of our 
Sririts, when we conſider, that men leſs 
righteous then our ſelves, are yet more pro- 
ſperous then we arc; this was that which 
troubled Jeremiah, more then any of the e- 
vils which we und-rwent, becauſe he ſaw the 
Way of the wicked to proſper, and them to be 
bappy who dealt treacherouſly, Zerem, 12.1. 
This much troubled the mind of Habbacach, 


that God ſcemed to conniye at the wickedneſs 
: : of 
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| of mankind, andto hold bis tongue, when the 
* wicked devorred the man that was more righte- 


ous then he , Hab. 1, 13, This troubled 


| ob, who was the ſcorn of them that were at 
+ eaſe, and David that the wicked prevailed 4- 

gainſt him; But when good men ſuffer under 
* thepreſſures of Impriſonment, or ſuch like 


afflitions, they may allay the diſquietneſs of 
their Spirits by ſuch conſiderations as thefe. 

Firſt, *Phat that incquality which ſeems 
to be in the diſpenſations of God towards 
good and bad men, is only confined to this 
World, but that all things will be ſet right in 
the retributions of another ; Righteous La- 
zarwus in this life, may be brought to thoſe 
ſtraights as to want a piece of bread, butlir- 
tle reaſon hath he upon that account to fret 
at his own condition, or enyy at that of Ds- 
ves, ſeeing thetime is coming, when be fhall 


be comforted, the other tormented, St. Luk. 


16. 25 fndgment indeed doth begin at the 
houſe of God, but that Fudgment is mixedwith 
mercy, but d:ſperate will the end of thoſe be that 
obey not the Goſpel, 1St. Pet. 4. 17. All the 
evil things that good men receive, they re- 
ceivein this life, and when this life ends, they 
are at an endof their troubles, and happineſs 
commenceth that ſhall neyer end, and all the 
good things which the wicked men receive, 
they receive only in this World, and hereak. 
ter 
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tet they ſhall give a very dreadful account for ' : 


all thoſe mercies that they haye abuſed here 


and therefore very little reaſon have they that 


are righteous, to murmur at thoſe afflictions 
which ſhall ſo ſoon end, or to envy tothe 
wicked thoſe mercies, for which they mult 
give ſo fad a reckoning. 

Secondly, When good men ſuftcr under 
that Impriſonment which is the reſult rather 
of their misfortune then their Ze they 
have little reaſon to complain, as if they ſuf- 
fered more then they ad deſerve, for how in- 
nocent ſoeverwe may be before men, there 
3s no man bur is guilty before God: Hethat 
puniſhetha man of upright intentions andjuſt 
purpoſes, meerly becauſe he cannot pay the 
Debt which he hath contratted, and which 
he deſires, if he could, to fatisfie, is cruel 
and unmerciful, and as he hath ſhown Iudg- 
ment without mercy, lothereisatime comin 
wherein he ſhall want the mercy himſelf, 
which he denied to others, and-as he hath 
ſhown no mercy to others, ſo in his Caſe alſo 
mercy ſhall rejoyce againſt Indgment, St. lam. 
2. 13. But whatſoever may be ſaid of the 
proſecutor, God is not unjuſt, to puniſh 
thoſe that are ſinners againſt him,by the hands 
of thoſe that are more ſinful then themſelves, 
nay very frequent it is, for God to corre 
the ſins of thoſe that belong to kim by the 
hands 
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(7) 
hands of thoſe that are more unrightcous than 
they : Thus the fins of 1ſrael are puniſhed 
by the {aldeans, of David by Saul, of 1ſeph 
by his wicked Brethren; and in theſe caſes, 
they that affli& hall bear their fin, becauſe 


they have uſed ſeverity to thoſe that haye not 


deſerved it at their hands; but thoſe that ate 
aQliced have no reaſon to repine at the Ju- 
ſtice of God, as if he were unrighteous, to 
make uſe of wicked men as his Rod, and his 
Scourge, and the Inſtruments of his difplea- 
ſute againſt them for their particular tranſ- 
oreſſions committed againſt him. 

Thirdly, Another conſideration to allay 
the impatience of ſuch mens ſpirits, may be 
this, that thoſe very miſeries wbich they 
groan under, are ſent by God with deſigns 
of love and mercy, the afflitions of their 
Bodies are ſent as Phyſick to their Souls , 
and the ſufferings of one as improvements 
of the other: To this import, are thoſe 
many aflertions in Scripture , that all things 
work together for good to ther that love God , 
Rom. 8. 28, That ogr light affictions which 
are but for a moment, work for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of plory, 2 Cor. 
4-17. and while oxr outward man periſheth, 
our inward man i revened day by day, ver. 16. 
of the ſame Chapter : And therefore it would 
be ſpiritual prudence to conyert our mur- 
 _ murings 


(3) 
murings into ſpiritual cautions and holy di- 
ligence, how we may improve all our ſuf- 
ferings to ſo great and to ſo ſpiritual pur- 
poſes, which if we ſhould do, we fhall have 
no reaſon to grieve that we have ſuffered ſo 
much , but much reaſon to rejoyce, that 
theſe our ſufferings haye proved unto us ſa 
happy an opportunity of enhancing our 
Crown of glory. 

Thirdly, A third duty which I ſhall dire& 
ſuch Priſoners to, is to pray to God for an 
happy deliverance out of their troubles, bur 
with the reſerve of a quiet ſubmiſſion unto 
his Will, if he hall ſee the continuance under 
their afflitions more fit for them: Both 
parts of this duty are recommended in the 
example of our Saviour beforecited, When 
he was to dye, he prayed for the averting of 


that bitter Cup, but when he perceived that 


God had de:ermined otherwile concerning 
It, he declares his d: lire, to ſubmit rather 
to the Will of God than chooſe his own : 
Prayer 1s a proper remedy apainſ all forts of 
aſflitions : 1f any man be affiifted, let him 
pray, Junes. 5. '3. and as God hath made it 
our duty to pray, fo he hath made it his 
particulur ſtyle, that he is a God learning 
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And if ke be attentive to any prayers more 


thanothers, he is ſo co the prayers of the af- 
ficed : 


vs ww '* ww Of ww © 
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A Alifed : This is more than once afferted in 
the 102, Plalm, He will regard the prayer of 
* rhe deſtitute , and mot dejpiſe their prayer , 


ver. 17. He bath looked down from the height 


.. of bus Santtuary, from Heaven did the Lord 


> behold the Earth, to hear the groanings of the 
' Priſoners, to looſe thoſe that are appointed to 
* aje, ver. tg. 20. Our poverty is the time of 


our deſtiturion from men, and though the 


© rich hath many friends, the poor is forſaken 


' of his Neighbours, but that which diſcom. 


mends us to men, moſt potently recom 


mends us to God; who, in divers places 6f, 
; Scripture hath made it his moſt peculiar ſtile, 
. that he is a Father to the Fatherleſs, a Hui 


« band to the Widow, & adjutor in opportuni- 


tatibus, a ready help in time of trouble, and 
therefore it is not only our duty that we 
ſhould , but our priviledge and advantage 
that we may caſt our care upon him who careth 


7 for us, 1Pet.5. 7. Among all theſe duties it 


is not only allowable but yery commendable 
for thoſe that are Priſoners to endeavour 
their liberty by all juſt and prudent methods, 
ſuch as are, receiving ſuch ſupplies as they 
can get from their more wealthy friends, 
accepting of ſuch contributions as they may 


| have from the charity of merciful and well 


minded men, the offering of ſuch compoli- 
::9ns as the meanneſs of their circumſtances 
B 3 W1il 


will enable them to make , 


Y 


(10) 
and ſuch 
honeſt methods as theſe : For our endea- 
vours are yety conſiſtent with Gods Provyi- 
dence, and our diligence with his bleſſing, 
and fo far is our dependence upon God from 
diſcouraging our induſtry , that it 1s rather 
proper to promote it, for God hears not 


the pra; ers of the Lazy, but ſends an anſer 


to our Petitions in his blefling upon our 
Diligence : But above all things we muſt be 
careful that our ſtreights prove not our tem- 
ations, that our trouble put us not upon 


q2nv indirect courſes to deliver us from it, 
* for he that thus endeayours to draw his foot : 


out of the ſnare, doth but by fluttering 1n. 
tangle himſelf the faſter, and change not his 
trouble but his Proſecutour, and as man hath 
been his adverſary hitherto, ſo makes God to 
be ſo for the time to come, and diſcharges 
himſelf from the firſt rank of men, to whom 
I deſigned theſe direQtions, and hath placed 
himſelf into the ſecond, that of ungodly 
Debtors, 

And ſo men may be upon a double ac- 
count, either Firſt with reference to the be- 
oinning of their troubles when they fall into 
theſe {trejghts, by their own profuſcneſs, or 
E-rodigality, or Luxury, or negligence, or 
ill huſbandry ; or ſecondly with reference to 


the means that they uſe ta extricate themſelves 
Out 


(1) 3 
out of their troubles; as fraudulent compo. 
2 ſitions, or unrig\teous arts, or unjuſt con» 
' þ: cealment of that eſtate with which they 
n »* might'pay their Deb::, or any other ſuch 
r * ungudly Methods as theſe : The Directions 
t 2} ſuitableto ſuch as theſe may be. 
r 7 - Firſt, That they would not appropriate to 


r __ themſelves any of thoſe promiſes which the 
E © Scripture give: towards the ſupport of thoſe 
= © thatare in an afflicted condition : For it is 


n | not affli&'on that entitles to the particul 
\ , Patronage of God, but either the caules 
2 1t when it is for righteouſneſs ſake, or © 
- .- Chriſtian deportment under it, but ſetting 
s {+ aſide theſe two conſiderations, a man 1s ne- 
yer a whit the more a Child of God for being 
chaſtiſed, nor does any man entitle himſelf 
%} to thoſe promiſes that are made to mourners, 
2 by having drawn trouble upon himſelf by 
; his own folly and extravagance, or injuſtices 
# or unrightcouſneſs, for there are affliQions 
'F that are not chaſtiſemenrs but judgments , 
3 not the effeRs of God's fatherly correRinn , 
but of his juſt indignation. The Midianites 
were diſtreſſ:d, yct not a jot the more to be 
g accounted God's people for it, Pharaoh le- 
J vercl; ſcourged by God, yet not the more 
L. a Saint upon that account, Thoſe Nations 
3 that oppreſſed iſrael ad their time of being .. 
FJ kd inc Captivity as well as others, and yet 
F B 3 no 


had 
EP 
- 
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no Title to thoſe promiſes made :o Captives. 
Good men ought to humble themſelves un- 
der thoſe Fatherly corrections, which the | 
Wiſdom of God thinks fit to exerciſe them 


with : But evil men ſhould be awakened by 
thoſe judoments which are ſent to them for 
their obduracy 1n their ſins, and which fall 
upon them as the reſults of their ſinful fol. 
1;es. 

Secondly, When the Priſoner has diſcerned 
is {1ns in their puniſhment, in the next place 
t him endeavour to be troubled for them, 
d to repent of them; and in his reſtraint 
mourn over the miſcarriages of his Liberty ; 
and ſtudy to redreſs them : Sadneſs and pen- 
fiveneſs of ſpirit is an uſual attendant of this 
condi-1on, and happy is it when carnal grief 


is improved into ſpiritual ſorrow for fin and ©: 


tranſpgreſſion. For Godly ſorrow worketh re- 
pertance not to be repented of , ſaith the A- 
puſtle, 2 Cor. 7.10. But the ſorrow of the 
world worke:h de.th : For our grief for cur 
loſſes may ltir up the impatience of our ſpi- 
rit againſt God, and the diſpenſations of his 
providence towards us : The deſperateneſs 


of our circumſtances may lefſen our hope * 
and faith, and dependance, and Chriſtian re- 
lyance upon him, and the refle&ion upon / 


the rigour, and ſfeveri:y of our ;Proſecutors 


and Creditors may poſſibly Miniſtemto the '; 


uſeleſs 


s 


3 (13) 
. | uſeleſs purpoſes of inward malice and ſecret 
' revenge, and all this is producive of fin, 


and fin of guilt, and guilt of death : Burt 


- af 
We >.A x 
PRA 45 
wet ot art; 


* when our ſorrow is direed againſt our ſin 


as the ſourſe of our trouble all this 1s pre- 
vented, and that grief which in others 1s the 
cauſe of fin and death, is by this means made 


* the happy occaſion of repentance and life : 


For he that looks upon his riot as the origt- 
nal of his poverty, and thoſe troubles which 
enſue upon it, will in likelyhood be for the 


' time to come more in loye with temperance? 
| He that accuſes his floth as the ground oh 


his evils, Will at preſent commend in the ſe- 
cret approbation of his own conſcience thar. 
diligence which God hath made both his 1n- 
tereſt, and his dut”, and hereafter practice 


' It, when God by his enlargement ſhall give 
' him the happy opportunity to do ſo : And it 


tne Priſoner diſcover that the Curſe of God 
hath rotted his eſtate, and blaſted all his un- 
jult deſigns, denied him thoſe riches, which 
he ſought as the reward of iniquity, and given 
him that poyerty for the puniſhment of his 
ſin, which he endeavoured to avoid by the 
purſuit of it, he is in a fair way of returning 
to his duty,and ſuch a man in all probability 
will uſe his Liberty to better purpoſes when 
God in his good time ſhall reſtore himto it, 
and commrr himſelf, and his fairs :9 God 
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in well doing ; ; following God and his Provi- 
dence in the ways of "juſtice and paths of 
righteouſneſs, caſting all his care wpon God 
who careth for kim, 1 Pet. AS; . I know, and 
have often with ſadneſs of ſpirit obſerved. 
that quite contrary is the uſual practice of 
Priſoners : Their own folly hath perverted 
their way and they fret againſt God, Their 
floth and negligence, their exceſs and riot 
have brought th:m co poverty, and they re- 
pine at providence: They have diſappoint- - 
&d, deceived and delayed the jult expecati- 
Þ15 of their creditors : and they accuſe 
their rancour and ſeverity, their cruelty and 
ynmercifulneſs, and lay that blame upon 
them, which they ought to take upon them- 
ſclves : Theſe are the uſual miſcarriages of 
molt Priſoners, and in ſome others there are 
reatcr than theſe ; And that place which 
16culd be the School of repentance is made 
co them the Nurlery of fin; they knew what 
It wasto want before they came thither, and 
there they learn to cheat ; they lay under all 
the temprations to it before, and there they 
learn all the Arts of it, or perchance they 
came in Knaves, and go our Theives. Before 
they knew how to over-reach their Neigh- 
bours, now learn how to Rob them, be ore 
practiced all the unjuſt arts of the Shop ; 
now learn thoſe of the Highway too, were 
very 
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very bad men when they came-to Priſon, and 


grow worſe by tneir converſe with men as 
bad or worſe then themſelves; were unjult 
enough in their inclinations before, and a- 
mong men more skilful in the myſteries of 
iniquity than themſelves learn all the art and 
cunning oF it; But ſeveral men have ſeveral 
iaclinations , and there are ſome that grow 


- worſer by their Impriſonments, bur in other 


inſtances of (1, they have time enough, and 
to ſpare lying upon their hands, any they 
ſpend it in Diceing and Carcing, and all ſorts 
of Gaming, have ſorrow and ſadneſs lying 
upon their ſpirits, and endeavour to drown 
it by Tippling and Carowfing : Are of a ma- 
licious temper, and the « it in fretting againſt 
their Credicors, and praying for iQeir ruine, 
or perhaps not only of a malicious ſpirit bur 
profane too, and vent both the one and the 
other, 1n vile Oatis and horrid ©. urſes, and 
deep imprecations aguinſt their adverſaries : 


- And thoſe that they rake to be the conttivers 


or promoters of their miſery: And thus af 
{ iction , which well improved is the belt 
ſpiritual Phyfick in the World, proves often 
an occal15n of the greateſt fin, but if we 
will not 52 wanting to our ſelves, we may 
ſoon find that a Pcifon that deprives us of all 
other opportunities of thriving, wants not 
its conveniences , nay happy opportunities 
too, 


(16) 
too. For the exerciſe of repentance in the 
ſeyeral parts of it, and here as elſcwhere may 
a man religiouſly and virtuouſly diſpoſed 
praQice thoſe important duties of contrition 
for fin, and confeſſion of it, and bumiliati. 
on for it, and reformation of life , which if 
he cannot ſhew here conſtantly in ſome of 
thoſe outward actions which are the de. 
monſtrations of it to men, and for which he 
wants the opportunities, in that narraw Scene 
of ation; yet he may always praiſe it in 
the inward ads of it, ſuch as Faith, and Pa- 
tience, dependance upon God, and refigna- 
tion to his will in the ſincere purpoſes and 
reſolutions of outward, which before God 
the ſearcher of hearts are always accepted ; 
and in divers external inſtances of duty as 
remperance, and ſobriety, and ſavoury di. 
courſe, or devout attendance upon theſe offi- 
ces of Religion, which according to the dil. 
Cipline of this well goyerned City, are per- 
formed in the Chappels belonging to thoſe 
places, with the ſame conſtancy as they are 
in the publick congregations ; and by men 
frequently approved for their preaching in 
more publick auditories. 

And none of theſe circumſtances which [ 
now men-ioned as being too too often occa- 
ſion of fin, but may be made uſe of as aids 


to repentafice: mens afflitions make them 
repine 
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repine againſt God, but they may better teach 
them, to bumble themſelves nnder 1s mighty 
hand that he may exalt them in due time; pro- 
fane men in their troubles free againſt God 
and charge him fooliſhly , but would it not 
be more manlike in ſuch caſes to pray unto 
God? And to pour out their ſouls in ſup- 
plications to him, who hath delivered others 
aud can deliver them in ſix troubles and un 
ſeven? The cares of the World and the lave of 
riches heretofore choaked up the word, that ut 
became unfruitful ; Byt here they have very 
little of worldly buſineſs, and leſs of riches 
to diſturb them, and where mens affairs 
are deſperate in this world, one would think 
they ſhould think it not only their duty but 
theirincereſt, to provide for the next, that 
they may not be undone both here and here- 
after. 

Moſt wiſe men are ſenſible that their 198 
is ſhort when compared with the work that 
they are to do, and the Eternity that theyare 
to prepare for; that their days are as a ſha- 
dow, as a vapour, as a fiower, that they paſs 
away as 4 T ale that is told : And it is a ſaying 
not more common than true, that tive 15 

recious ; and if it be ſo precious, it is more 
valuable ſure than to be thrown away upon 
Cards, or Dice, or any other idle and fool- 
1h diverfion that Courts their fooliſh, and 


Lazy 
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Lazy humour ; it ts folly in the worldling to 
prefer his bulineſs, before his Religion, be- 
fore his Devotion, before his Duty, greater 
ſure in the Priſoner to prefer before theſe 
moſt yaluable things any idle roy , or filly 
ſport, or impertinent diyerſton, profane is 
the Worldling who will not ſerve his God 
as long as he hath any thing elſe to do, more 
rofane is the Priſoner who will not ſerve 
God when he hath nothing in the World to 
do beſides; and they cannot find time to 
pray, when they can find time to curſe, and 
to ſwear, to game, and to drink, to tell idle 
ſtories, and employ themſelves in uſeleſs re- 
creations : But {fin is never without ſome 
excuſe, and thoſe that cannot be ſo ſenſeleſs 
as to complain that they want time, com- 
plain with more ſhew of reaſon, that they 
want Oratories to perform their Devotions 
in: They love the beauties of holineſs, they 
delight to meet God in bis Temple, to praiſe 
him un the Congregations of hus Saints, The 
houſe of God us the houſe of prayer, and in 
that houſe they delire ro pay rheir Vows : And 
it 15 not more their trouble that they can- 
not meet their friends in the World, that it 
is thac they cannot go with otner good men 
to joyn in prayers and praiſes, and other 
offices of Religion in his Caurch and Tem- 
ple : But it is the glory of this Cit; , that 
this 
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- this objection 1s 1n great meaſure taken a- 


way , in thoſe Priſons that are under their 
inſpeQion the Governours of this City 
having extended their care both to the Souls 
and Bodies of their Priſoners : Having made 
their Chambers ſo convenient that they are 
inferiour to thoſe of moſt dwelling houſes, 
in nothing but this that they want the ad» 
vantages of Liberty, and their Chappels fo 
decent that they come not much behind the 
Churches of divcrs Pariſhes among us. 

But in other places where theſe Oratories 
are wanting, it is no excule for our omiſſion 
of our deyotions, that we want a Church to 
perform them in: For God hath made nothing 
to be our duty to do, which his providence 
hath made impoſſible to be done : But where 
we want the uſual conveniences of the pub- 
lick, we may by the devout offices of Reli- 
gion conſecrate eyery place to be a kind of 
Temple to us. 

No: place ſo noiſome but there God is 


willing to dwell with a pious Soul, no con- 


finement ſo ſtreight but from thence God 
can hear our prayers : The ſtench of a Priſon 
does not fright anay his preſence, nor ſtone 
walls intercept berween bim and our ſuppli- 
cations, St, Paxl and Silas ſung Plalms in 
Priſon; and St. Peter prayed there : /er:miah 
ſent up his ſupplicati:n from a Miry Fit, 

and 


Ly 


— 


(20) 

and Daniel from the Lions Den, David from 

the Cay:, and 10nah from the Belly of the 

Whale. He found a Chappel in the Sea, and a 

Temple in the midit of bis Billows; and as he {| 

himſelf words it, he faid from thence be would | 

took tor-ards tis holy Tempie, In every place 

wen ought to lift up holy bands, in every place 

men ought to pray,and from every place God 

can hear and anſwer their prayers: So that 

the exerciſes of repentance, and humiliation, 

i and devoiion, and piety, are proper for a 

| Captive condition, and this condition is not 

; wholly 6eſtiture of ſuitable aids and conyeni- 

A encies for this duty. - 

f But then thirdly in theſe places alſo there | 

f are not wanting thoſe that are more unwil- i# 

i ling than unable to pay their Debts, who 

7 could be as willing to ſerve God in praiſes, 

| and deyotions, and long prayers too, as the 

j Phariſees were, but would be allowed in the 

[ mean time to devour Widows howſes, and to 

j make their Heirs rich with what they rob 

| the Fatherleſs of : They are willing to die in 

f Debt, that their Sons may live in plenty : 

| But though men ought to love their Chil. 

[ | dren, yet ſure this 1s an unnatural loye to. 

| be willing to be damned for them: To pur- _ 
chaſe them an Eſtate at the price of their 

| Souls, and caſt away theſe by fraud and in- 
juſtice that their off-ſpring may flouriſh in 

| Pride 
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Pride and Luxyry; to burn in Hell, that they 
may thrive on Earth. 

Unhappy circumſtances ſuch men put 
themſelves in, if they repent before they dye, 
they muſt reſtore their ill got, oc which is much 
the ſame, their unjuſtly detain'd riches, and 
then their Children are undone in this world, 
but if they do not they themſelyes are un- 
dane in another world: The damnation of ſuch 
is juſt , bur not ſo ſure the ſtriving of their 
poſterity ; For the Curſe of God « in the 


= houſe of the wicked, and the Children ſeldom 
3 enjoy long, what their Fathers ſoon got, by 
'F rapine and violence: But howſoever that 
3 falls out, the unjuſt man ſhall be fure ro find 


Sods vengeance following him if not in this, 


© yer affuredly in another world: 7 muſt not 
= overreach, nor defraud our Brethren in an 


matter;for God ts the aſſured avenger of all ſuch: 
We may deceive men by our concealment 
of that Eſtate which ought to be lyable to 
pay our Debts, by conveying to the Son 
what ought to pay the obligations of the Fa- 
ther, and by many other fraudulent arts, and 
knaviſh compoſitions, but God # net mocked, 
Conſcience will not hereafter be ſtifled , and 
though we endeayour to Lull it a ſleep now, 
It will awake hereafter and torment ns, and 
when we have our Liberty the checks of it 
will be more anxious, than the troubles of 
Im- 
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| 


| 


| 
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Impriſonment ; or if it be ſeared here, it | 
will be uneafie enough hereafter - And the | 
more drowned in ſecurity w«e are here the 
more affrighting will be our amazement here- 
after: if they will not now then they ſhall howl 
and weep ; their riches ſhall corrupt , their | 
Garments ſhall be Meth eaten, their Gold and 
Selver ſhall be Cankered; but the raſt of them 
ſhall be a witneſs againſt them , and ſhall eat 
their Fleſh as it were fire ; by all their fraudu- 
lent compoſitions, and unrighteous convey- 
ances, and unjuſt detention of what is nor 
their own, they have but heaped up treaſure 
againſt the laſt day, but a very fad treaſure 
indeed: They have heaped np treaſure againſt 
the day of wrath, and the Revelation of the 
righteous ſudgment of God. | 
And now, it remains that I conclude this 
Chapter with ſome office of Devotion, not 
thereby to exclude the office of the Church 
which is very ſuitable not to publick only 
but alſo private Devotions, but though the 
oeneral exigencies of Chriftian votaries are 
rovided fortherein,yetit did not become the 
Fathers of our Church to deſcend fo low as to 
all minure circumſtances of privateC hrilſtians, 
and therefore the moſt obedient ſons of the 
Cturch have not thought it any wa inconſt- 
ſtent with their high eſteem for the Liturgy 


to compoſe nei Prayers for ſome particular 
OCCa- 
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occaſions, as appears by rhe Printed labours 
in this kind, as of divers others, ſo particular- 
Iy of the Right Reverend and Learned Biſhop 
«Andrews, Biſhop Ha'l, Biſhop Taylenr, 
and of the now living, and no leſs Learned , 
than conformable the Incomparable DoQtar 
Patrick ; From whom I have borrowed this 
enſuing Prayer, and becauſe I have charity to | 
think that Priſoners may find company in ſo 
good an exerciſe | have here , and 1n other 
parts of the Book where I have tranſcribed 
ſuch patterns of Devotion from others, 
changed the Singular into the Plural , which 
Singuſar they may replace again, if they 


| pleaſe when they pray ſolirary : or retain the 


Plural ſtill as Chriſtians do io the Lords pray- 
er, when they uſe it in their Cloſets , and 
with this Prayer of our Lord 1 have conclud- 
ed this, and think proper, to conclude with 
it our other Deyotion. 
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A Prayer to be uſed by Priſoners for 
Debt, tranſcribed out of Dr. Pa- 
rrick's Devout Chr [tian. 


GOD, who art preſent to us in 

in all places, and haſt regard to 

the ſinhs and groans of the miſerable, who 
hunsbly implore thy pity and compaſſion 
foward: them : Youchſafe to look graciouſly 
upon us thy afjiitted Servants in this 
lace, which is miſt deſolate, and com- 
fortleſs, unleſs the lizht of thy counte- 
mance ſhine upon us : we confeſs that 
we have too much abuſea the Libertywhich 
we formerly enjoyed , and not fo carefully 
as we ought, improved thoſe happy oppor- 
tunities which were put into our hands : 
Many ways we are ſenſible , we have 
offended thy Divine Majeſty , for which 
we are heartil; ly ſorry and acknowleds car 
[elves infiaitely indebted to thy goodneſs, 
that we ave 30 t plurne 4 into the "depth of 
:t{ery. to bewail our { 1ns in the bottom- 
leſs pit . We hs ank thee O Lord, with all 


CHEY Souls, that we are mt (hut up into 
the 
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the place of utter darkneſs, and that we 
have any hopes to obtain the redemption 
which is in Chriſt Feſus, in whoſe name 
we beſeech thee to pardon us and to ſan- 
difie the ſfreights wherein we lye, to the 
freeing of our Souls from the bond of all 
iniquity, and the reſtoring of us to the 

glorious Liberty of thy children : Help 


=; ſeriouſly to follow the direftion of thy 


providerce in this reſtraint, and now that 
we are ſo much alone by our ſelves, to 
deſcend into our own hearts , to ſearch 
and try our ways, and unfeignealy to Fur 
to thee our God; Enlarge our ſpirits more 
than ever, now that our bodies are con- 
fined, in fervent prayer for thy divine 
grace , and in chearful thanksgtvings 
for the innumerable benefits that we have 
received from thy divine bounty, and 
in tender pity and commiſeration of the 
ſad condition of all diſtreſſed people, and 
be pleaſed to touch the hearts of our Cre- 
aitours alſo with a ſenſe of our miſeries ; 
incline them to accept of what we are able 
to pay , and make us willing to ſatufie 
them to the utmoſt of our power, 43 the 

C3 mean 
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mean time beſtow us on the bleſſing of a con- 
rented ſpirit ;, help us patiently to enanre | 
the inconveniences of this place, and pre- | 
ſerve us from the danger of thoſe tempta- | 
tions which we meet with in it, eſpecially 
from ſecking a remedy of onr ſorrows in 
the pleaſures and intemperance of evil 
company,or any profane mirth whatſoever. 
Be thou our comfort O God, and our ex- 
ceeding joy and the full [atisfattion of our 
Souls in all conditions, and when thou art 
pleaſed to deliver ws from this place, and 
reſtore ts again to our deſired freedom , 
O Lord make us ever mindful of the Vows 
wherein we are now forward to bind our 
ſelves : diſpoſe our hearts to be ſenſibly 
affetted with thoſe mercies which we have 
formerly little regarded, that we may ne- 
ver forget to praiſe thee even for the be- 
nefit of a ſweeter air than now we enjoy, 
> to acknowledge thee in the night ſeaſon 
pox onr beds, and to thank thee for the 
cotr feſt food, and eſpecially that we may 
rejoyce to go again into the great congre- 
gation Fo praiſe thee with the moſt ar- 
aent love for all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt 


Jeſw, 


(27) 
Feſus : Preſerve in ws alſo a grateful re- 
membrance of the kindneſs of our friends 
and neighbours, eſpecially of thoſe perſons 
fo whom we ſtand particularly indebted, 
when by their charity we ſhall be releaſed, 
and whatever loſs they ſuſtain by our po- 
verty, good Lord make it up abundantly t0 
them and theirs ont of thy rich grace and 
mercy, requite their love with jlenty and 

proſperity in this world, andgive them the 
reward of eternal life &> glory in the world 
fo come, thron;h Chriſt Feſus onr Lord, in 
whoſe name and woras we further pray. 


Our Father which art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name, thy kinzdom come, thy 
will Le dove in earth as it is in heaven, 


give us thus day our daily bread, and for- 


give us onr tre paſſes, a5 we forgive them 


that treſpaſs againſt us, and lead #s not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 


for thine is the kingdom ana the power 
and the glory for ever and ever, Amen. 
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CHAP. IL 


Inſtructions for ſuch Mulefattours, as have 
committed ſuch crimes , the puniſhment 
wheref is ſome publick ſhame or corporal in- 
flebtion, or any other puniſhment below that 
of death, Applyable in great meaſure to the 
conditzon of thoſe that are in Bridewel. 


Rom Deb:ors I praceed in the next place, 

| according to my promiſed method to 
Malefactors, and as ſoon as ever I ſet Pen 
to Paper upon this Subje&R, I find within my 
ſelf a reluQtaney of Spirit to proceed any far- 
ther, as conſidering within, my ſelf the ſmall 
robability I haye of ſucceſs, from any thing 
that I ſhall write here, upon minds ſo har- 
dened againſt all good Counſel, but though 
men will be unmindful of their duty, the 
Miniſters of God ought not to be unmindful 
of theirs, but according ta the charge given 
to Ezekiel when he was to Preach to that 
 Rebellious Houſe, they ought to ſpeak the noras 
of God unto them whether they mill hear, or 
whether they will forbear, ch. 2.v. 7. and it 
becomes them to remember that they are ſpi- 
ritual Yatch- men, whoſe duty it is, to warn 
rhe wicked to turn from their way, which if 
| they 
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they forbear to do, the blood of the wicked ſhall 
be required at the hand of the Prophet, but if 
they do as they ought, endeavory to turn the 
wicked from their way, and they turn not, they 
ſhall dye in their wickedneſs, but the watch- 
man hath delivered his 0xn Sonl. ch.,z3.9.6,8,9, 
The Grace of God is always ſufficient, 
and ſometimes -ff:ual to the recalling of 
Publicans and ſinners: as St. Idatthew and 
others, Whores and Harlots, as Mayaalen, 
Idolaters, as fanaſſeh, Perſecutors, and 
Blaſphemers, as St, Parl, and Thieves and 
Robbers, as Oneſimu, and the Thief upon 
the Tree; And it is poſſible with him, to 
ny whom nothing is impoſſible, to bleſs what I 
_ ſhall write to the Converſion of the moſt ob- 


wi durate ſinners, and peradventure he may give 
5 them repentance, which 'if he ſhould of his 
infinite grace, and goodneſs do, 1 [hall re- 
- joyce that I have been a poor inſtrument in 
W his hand towards the turning of a ſinner from 
h the Error of his nay, and ſaving his ſoul alive, 
=; But if, which I fear, my poor labours in this 


py kind ſhould want the defired ſucceſs, I (hall 
4 content my ſelf with the ſatisfaGion of my 
a conſcience in having endeavoured to {top the 
3 mouths of wickedneſs, and ia having rendred 
15 them inexcuſable: Which I purpoſe ro doin 
this enſuine diſcourſe. But becauſe all (in- 


; O , 
if ners are not of the ſame fide, nor haye arrty.- 
ed 
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ed at the ſame degrees of wickedneſs, [ 
ſhall begin with the lower ſorts of Malefa. 
Qors, and before I proceed to thoſe who 
have either deſerved by Law the Sentence of 
Death, or are under it, ſhall fay ſomethin 
to thoſe who have committed lefler crimes, 
whoſe puniſhment is ſome ſhame or diſgrace, 
or Corporal infliction, whether of whipping, 
or working in the Houſe of Corre&ion, or 
the Like. 

And my firſt ex1ortation to theſe (hall be, 
to take notice of theſe lefler puniſhments, 
and thoſe fins which are the cauſes of them, 

and to endeayour heartily to repent of them 
before they come to that height of wickedneſs 


which greater Malefators have arrived to; 
For that direction isa very prudent one, not 
onl; in the diſeaſes of the Body, but of the 
Soul too. 


Principus obſta ſero Medicina peratar, 
Cum mala per longas invaluere moras. 


A Green wound tis ſoon cured with any 
common Plaſter, and with ordinary care: but 
when by negle& it grows into a Gangreen, 
no cure for the member ſo affeted, and 
ſcarce for the Body, but by cutting off a pact 
ſocorrupted, for fear of diffuſing its venome 
Into the whole, Young novice ſinners are 
| often 


% 
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often reclaimed without much difficulty ; 
In chem natural conſcience is quickly awak- 
ened, the ſenſe of ſhame eaſilv revived, and 
the fear of Hell eaſily impreſſed upon their 
minds, but when men have broke through 
all cheſe, hardened their hearts, ſtifled their 
conſciences, ſtrengthened their foreheads a- 
gainſt all ſhame, and their Souls againſt all 
tears of damnation, it is ſcarcely poſſible to 
reclaim them, and as hardly poſſible to ſecure 
the publick, from the miſchiefs they-may re- 
ceive from their poyſonous example, bur by 
cutting them off by the hand of Juſtice, as 
corrupt members uſe to be from the reſt of 
the Body, for fear of ſpreading their infeion 
into it, And therefore betore men are arriv=- 
ed at this dreadful height of wickedneſs, it 
will be their wildom to watch againſt thoſe 
beginnings of wickedneſs which have already 
brought them to ſhame and diſgrace, and the 
Houle of CorreQion, will probably bring 
them to the Gallows here, and unleſs the 
grace of God reclaim them, to Hell and 
damnation hereafter : To theſe if to any that 
exhortation is proper. Exhoyt one another 
dayly, while it is called to day, leſt any of you 
be hardened through the decettfulneſs of ſing 
Heb. 3. 1. It is poſſible thoſe that are con- 
cerned in this exhortation, may find the 
work kard when they firſt ſer upon it, their 
long 
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- Tong contraQted Habits of fin are hard to be 

.removed, the thoughts of God are uneaſie to 
their minds, 1t is difficult for them toreturn 
from a looſe to an Induſtrious courſe, from 
a riotous to a ſober way of life, from the folly 
of the wicked, to the wiſdom of the juſt; But 
the difficulty of the work, ought notto be a 
Plea for our deferring of it, buran +rgument 
rather for ſetting about it, without delay; 
for what 1s hard at preſent, will be harder 
hereafter, when our ſinful inclinations by 
continuance have grown ſtronger, our con- 
ſcience More ſeared, the Spirit of God by 
conſtant reſiſtance lefs operative in us, and 
the Grace of God weakened and abated by 
contrary Habits of in; and therefore if we 
ever deficeto repent before we dye, ( as the 
mcſt obdurate ſinners will pretend they do, ) 
the wiſeſt way is, to ſet about the work be- 
times, before a further continuance in a wick. 
ed courſe of life, make our reformation more 
difficult to us then at preſent it is. There 
15s no man that is well in his wits, and confj- 
ders what he does, that would be willing to 
fill up z{e meaſure of his fin, to oulin the day 
of Grace,who'ly to tire out the long ſuffering 
and forbearance of God, or to arrive at ſuch a 
degree of wickedneſs,from whence there is no 
hope of reclaim by the uſual methods of Gods 


Grace ani mercy; And if men are afrid of 
atriving 
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arriving at ſuch a deſperate eſtate, the beſt 
Counſel that [ can give them for the avoiding 
of it, is this; That they would ſeriouſly take 
notice of thoſe early diſcoveries of Gods in« 
dignation, and diſpleaſure againſt them; the 
footſteps of which they may in ſome meaſure 
ſee in their preſent puniſhments of ſhame, 
and diſgrace, and confinement, and drudge- 


ry; and may more clearly diſcern in the 


checks, and reproofs of their own conſcien- 
ces, unleſs they have hardened them againſt 
all ſuch apprehenſtons by a conſtant cuſt m of 
ſinning, and this 1s the firſt advice that T 
think proper to give to this ſort of Malefa- 
Qors, that they would now endeavour to 
break off cheir ſins by a timely repentance, 
before they arrive at thoſe degrees of wick- 
edneſs whoſe puniſhment is that of death by 
the Lavs of man,and a far worſe puniſhmenr, 
from the wrath of Gogrevealed againſt them in 
the Scriptures. 

My ſecond dire&ion ſhall be that in order 
to this their reclaim,they would take occaſion 
from that degree of Puniihment which at 
preſent they endure ta refle& ſeriouſly upon 
thoſe ſeyeral evils, and inconveniencies which 
by the juſt Judgment of God attend upon ſin 
even 1n this life. And for this meditation 
they may find abyndance of matter ſupplyed 


by 
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by obſerving the circumſtances of their pre- 
fent condition 3 They are in reſtraint an{ a- 
ther men enjoy their liberty, and ſo might 
they haye done too, if they had uſed their 
liberty more ſoberly, they are expoſed to 
ſcorn and contempt, diſgrace and obloquy, 
while other men live in Credit and repute a- 
anong their neighbours ; and thus they might 
have lived too, if they had ſought the praiſe 
of God and manby a Faithful continuance in 
well doing. They are employed at hard 
drudgery and ſevere Labour , under their 
fierce, and efpypre:ny Tath-maſters, while 


others follow their callings with mir:h and | 


cheerfulneſs, maintain their Families by a 
prudent, and moderate induſtry, take paines 
in an honeſt way, but are forced to takeno 
more then the conveniency of their concerns 
engages them to: and whatis the condition 
of other men might have been theirs if they 
had fo pleaſed themſelves; but becauſe they 
refuſed an honeſt labour, they are brought 
now to this forced, and conſtrained drudg- 
ery : Surely no way is ſo fooliſh as the path 
of iniquity : and no Fool fo unwiſe as the 
finner is. He loſes his ends by thoſe very 
methods whereby he purſues them, and runs 
upon miſchief by thoſe very ways by which 
he ſeeks to ayoid it z the pride of his heart 
made him ungovernable, and in Bridewel he 


finds 
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finds a ſevere check for his pride. He hated 
labour, and there he finds a drudgery more 
roilſome than any of thoſe labours that in- 
duſtrious men are uſually engaged in ; he 
was of a gadding, and a vyagrant humour » 


but there he hath a cloſe refiraint; he loved 


ſloth and pleaſure, but chere he wants both, 
and inſtead of them, meets with the Laſh, 
and the working-houſe to corre& the riot , 
and lazineſs of his former converſation : Itis 
poſſible that ſinners when they are under the 
ſmart, may murmur at God, and his provi- 
dence towards them in all this , but if they 
will but ſeriouſly conſider the tendency of 
things, they will have reaſon to acknowledge 
that whar they call ſeverity , is the greateſt 
mercy imaginable ; for it is much for our 
intereſt, that fin ſhould be made uneaſie to 
us, that the Paths of it (hould br, hedped with 


' T hoyns, and that ſinners ſhould meet with 


rubbs and blocks in their way, for fear the 
pleaſure of fin ſhould prove a bate to them, 
to tempt them to ſwallow the hook more 
glibly, and the more uninterruptedly to pur- 
ſue thoſe ways the end of which will be de- 
ſtruction, and perdition at that dreadful da 

of judgment, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be re- 
vealed from Heaven with his mighty Angels : 
in flaming Fire taking vengeance on them that 
now 7208 God and obey not the Goſpel of onr 
Lord 
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Lord Fefus Chriſt, who ſhall b: punifſhet with 
everlaſting deſtruttion from the preſence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power. 2 Thef. 
T. 9. And this brings me to another direQi- 
on ſuitable to the condition of thoſe that are 
concerned in the Meditations of this Chapter, 
and that is, | 

Thirdly , When theſe offenders have in 
their moſt retired thoughts conſidered the 
ſeveral inconveniencies which attend fin, and 
ſinners in this life, it would be a very uſeful 
inſtance of ſpiritual wiſdom in them to carry 
their thoughts further to thoſe puniſhments 
which are due to it in the world to come: 
Sui:able in this caſe is the counſel of our Sa- 
viour to the impotent man whom he found , 
and healed at the Pool of Betheſdah, fin 1 
mare leſt a worſe thing come unto thee : S. Fohn 
5.14. For although heavy are thoſe afflitions 
which they are under already, more heayy 
are thoſe which they may ſtill expect ( unleſs 
the grace of God and a timely repentance 
prevent) both in this world and 1n the next, 
orievous it is for men to conſider that they 
ar. lighted by their friends, that their kine 
dred and acquaintance forſake them, that 
they are accounted, / and that juſtly ) rhe 
{th and off-ſcoxring of the world, but more 
grievous is it for them to think that they are 


rejeted of God, accounted by him as rat 
probate 
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probate Silver, Vſſels in which there is no plea- 
ſure, Veſſels of aiſhonogr here, hereafter likely 
to be Veſſels of wrath and indignation : Now 
at preſent accarſed children, withous Chriſ , 
aliens from the Commonnealth of Iſrael, ſtran- 
gers from the Covenants of promiſe, n ithout 
hope, without God m the world, hereafter like 
to be , of the number of thoſe Goats which 
ſhall be caſt to Chriſts /efe hand, thoſe rtares 
whoſe end ſhall be to be burned, thoſe anpro- 
fitable Servants whoſe lo: it ſhall be zo be caſt 
mnto ntter darkneſs, and whoſe dreadful ſen- 
tence that ſhall be, which our Saviour men- 
tions, St. at. 25. 41. Depart from me ye 
curſed into everlaſting fire prepared for the 
Devils and his Oh Shame is burdenſome 
to an ingenious ſpirit, and God hath planted 
a keen, and quick ſenſe of it in our natures 
for this very purpoſe that it may be a check 
to fin, and a preſent puniſhment to thoſe 
that do things deſerving ſhame ; and how- 
ever mildly men, or women may be uſed 
when they come to PBridewel, yer a puniſh 
ment It 1s, barely to be ſent thither, in that 
it brings a blot to their Name, and a ſtainto 
their reputation, and will be a note of in- 
famy upon them even aftcr they are delive- 
red from that place : Now if thame be grie- 
VOUS, ( as indeed it 1s, ) there is another 
{hame, and a more laſting one attends the 
wicked 
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wicked after they are delivered from this : 
Foras the righteous ſhall goints everlaſting glory, | 
ſo alſo the wicked ſhall go into a place of 
ſhame and everlaſting contempt, Dan. 12, 2, % 
Here only our grofſer a&ions and ſuch are 
ſcandalous are expoſed ; there ourvery ſecret 
thoughts; Here the greater miſcarriages of 
our liyes, there the nawghtneſs of our hearts; © 
Here men only, and uſually but few are ſpe- 
Gators of our infamy and diſgrace, but there |? 
we ſhall be made in a worſe ſ:nſe, then that | 
in which the Apoſtle ſpoke it, eLſpeftacle | 


ro the world, and to Angels, and mien, Even 'F 
God himſelf, the God of mercy and all conſu- | 


lations ſhall laugh then at their deſtruttions : |; 
| The Good Angels, who rejoyce in Heaven | 

at the Converſion of one ſinner that repenteth, © 

ſhall ſhout at the ruine of zhoſe tranſgreſſours | 

againſt their own ſouls, and the Devils who i 
were their tempters to fin here, ſhall be their 
tormentours for it there, and all mankind 
ſhall behold their ſhame, and none ſhall en- 
deavour to cover it, none ſhall pity it. 
But if the ſenſe of ihame be but a weak argu- 
ment to thoſe that have caſt off all ſhame, let 
them conſider that that is a place of pain 00; 
It fire be tormenting, there they ſhall con- 
verſe with everlaſting burnings, if the gna'ving 
of a Viper in our bowels may be thought ro 


be grievous, there their worms ſhall never aye, 
if 
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!Fthe /-zart of the whip be tormenting, there it 
1s ſaid that the wicked ſhall be delivered wpto 
the tormentonrs, and their torment ſhall neyer 
end. Iknow there are diſperſed up and down 
in the Goſpel many more ſweet and raviſhing 
motives to repentance then theſe are; The 
Love of Chriſt ought to conſtrain us, the Grace 
of the Goſpel ought to invite us, the promt- 
ſesof itare with enough to encourage us ro 
obedience, and men of ingenuous ſpirits, men 
who will a& like men, will be drawn by 
theſe cords of Love, by thele cords of a man, 

as the Prophet c:Ils them, and they will follow 


3 God. But the ſame Goſpel hath more rough 


Arguments thentheſe, for men of more rough 
tempers, and where we meet with obdurate 
ſinners, as knowing the terrours of the Lord, 
We ought to pi them, We ought to 
tell them ; That vengeance ts his, and be will 
repay it ; That tribulation, and anguiſh, inatg- 
nation aud wrath (hall be the Portion of every 
ſoul of man that worketh evil of the Jew firſt, 
and alſo of the Gentile. That God will cox- 
ſame the wicked from the very beginning of re- 
venges, thathis wrath will begin ro barn again? 
them here, and will reach againſt them ever- 
ls{tingly bereafrer : 1f the Preſent ſufferings 
of offenders raiſe up in them ſuch thoughts 
as theſe are, they have then a very uſe- 
ful cf.& vponthem: The yery cnd of Pu- 
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niſhment is , that the wicked may ſee and 


4.4 
3 


hear, and feel, and be ſenſible of that !: 


hand of God that is ſtretched out againſt 
them, and do no more wickedly. . And if 


this be the effe& of ſuch puniſhments, as { 


in this Chapter have been deſcribed, they 
have reaſon to rejo;ce, That theſe chaſtiſe- 


ments which are not for the preſent Joyors, | 


but grievous, have begun to bring forth the 
praceable fruit of rightconſneſs, that theſe core 
re&ions which are #2 the Fleſh have any vay 
contributed to the ſaving of the Spirit in-the 
day of the Lord Jeſus, and that theſe affiiftions 


which are but for a moment have begun to | 


work in them that fear of God which u the 
beginning of 1 1ſdoms, that Godly ſirrow which 
is natural, produGive of char repentance which 
Is zever to be repented of, and that reformati- 
on of life, which if perſevered in to the end, 
will entitle themto a far more exceeding weight 
of Glory, And when theſe motions begin to 
work in them, it1s their duty, and it is their 
intereſt to pray to God for that Spirit that 
may further convince them, of ſin, and of 
righteouſneſs, and of Inagment, and our Hea- 
venly Fath:r bath promiſed that he will not de- 
ny is Spirit to tlem that aih itt, and if Hey 
lack wiſdom to dire them in that way, with 
which as yet they are verymuch unacquainted, 
Let them ach of Ged who giveth to all men Libe- 
rally, 
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rally, and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be given 
them. And becauſe that of themſelves as of 
chemſclues they are, they are not ſufficient to 
think any thing that us good, much leſs to do 
it, and wuch leſs ſtill ro preſerve in doing 2 
Let them implore the Grace of God, which 
3s ready at hand to all thoſe, that by Faith 
and Prayer, and ſincere endeayours ſeek 


| after it - Letthem ask and it ſhall be given , 


Let them ſeek. and they ſhall find, Let them 
knock and God will open to thems, Let thers 
draw nigh to God in ſincere purpoſes of re- 
pentance, and he will draw nigh to thems in 
his grace and mercy, and will enable them 
zo cleanſe their hands though they have been 
ſinners, and to purify their hearts though they 
have been double minded, and to affilt 
them in ſuch ſupplications as theſe T haye 
here ſubjoyned this enſuing Prayer, 


(42) 
A PRAYER: 


LORD, our God we beſeech thee 

look down npoz us poor and miſc- 

7able fr IRBETS) who now groan under the 
weight of onr ſins, and the puniſhment of 
them : we deſire to ſubmit to thy provi- 
dence in all things, and to ack owleds that 
thou art juſt and righteous inthoſe evils 
which thou ſendeſt upon us, and thou haſt 
but recompenced #pox 115 the fruits of 
our doings, we have miſuſed our liber- 
ty, thou i haſf Z puniſhed us with thraldom: 
we have ſinned in pride and the hauah- 
tincſs of onr hearts, and thou haſt brought 
zes to ſhame and di ſerace * : We have ſinned 
fy riot and exceſs, by floth and wanton- 

neſs, and thou haſt exerciſed us with 
ſlavery and druagery, and haſt made us 
fo ſere UE HPACY Egy tian Task-maſters. 

je bejeech thee, 7 Lord, of thy mercy 

to teach ms how to diſcern our fins 72 OUT 

auiſhment, ti lows repentance and 0- 

| entlengs by the things that we ſuffer, 

&;;i{ to humblezcve* jelves under thy 
mighty hand, Mc thou mazeſt aeliver 
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in thy due time. However thou 
dealeft with us now, caſt us not from thy 
preſence hereafter, howſoever thou ex- 
erciſes us with ſhame at preſent make us 
not then in our perdition to be 2 ſpectacle 
to the World, and to Angels and to 
Men : But let the ſevſe of thy wrath at 
preſert inſtiu(t us in thy fear, and with- 
' draw us from the errour of our ways , 
that our Soul miy be ſaved in the day 
of our Lord Jetus. Give &4 thy ſpirit O 
God, further to convince us of fin , 
and of righteouſneſs, and of judgment, 
and toguide our feet into the way ever- 
laſting , Give ws thy wiſdom to dirett our 
ſteps,and to lead 16 into thoſe paths which 
as yt we are very much acquainted with 
Grant us thy grace to enable 15 to do thoſe 
things which thou requireſt of us. As 
how haſt given us a heart to will what 
75 good, ſo of thy good pleaſure give vs 
ſtrenzth to do and to perſevere in well 
doings: And, whenſoever of thy goodneſs 
zt ſhall pleaſe to deliver us from this mi- 
ſerable condition wherein we are, grant 
that we may retry from the folly of the 
wicked 
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wicked to the wiſdom of the juſt. 
Let the time paſt of our Lives ſuffice 
us to have fultilled the luſts of the fleſh, 
and for the time to come teach us to live 
ore ſoberly, and righteouſly, and 
godly than hitherto we have done, that 
we may adorn the Goſpel as much by our 
repentance , as we have aiſhonoured it by 
enr lo:ſeneſs, that we may break off our 
ſins by repentance, that we may work 
with our hands the thing that is good, 


that we may Commut our ſelves to thee 


well-doing , that we may provide for 
the things that are honeſt in the ſight 
of God and men ; that we may ſerve 
thee in this world, aud be happy in ano- 
ther, and all this we beg of thee, and 


what elſe thou (hall ſee needful for us in 


the name and mediation of our Lord and 
Saviour FTeſus Chriſt : In whoſe name 
and words we further pray. 


Our Father, &C. 
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CHAP. It. 


DireFions for thoſe that are tried and 
caſt for their lives, but have them ſparid, 
by the mercy of the King or the Bench, 


Pan theſe that in Law are counted leffer 


MalefaQors, I proceed in the next place 
to thoſe that are greater, and have incurred 
the danger of death , and theſe are to be 
confidered under two ſeveral, though near in 
time, yet in nature very different circum- 
ſtances before their Trial and after it ; Be» 
fore their Trials we find them full of fears, 
and ſollicitudes, and careful thoughts : 
What the witneſſes will depoſe againſt them, 
what plea they themſelves may make againſt 


their depoſitions , what verdi& the Jury is 


likely to bring, and what ſen:ence the Judge 
may pronounce upon them. 

' Now natural it is for men that are in 
trouble, to be affeRted with ſuch fears and 
ſollicitudes as theſe, and as it is natural, fo 
if theſe cares riſe not to too inordinate a 
degree, it is allowable too in the permiſſ. 
ons of religion; Jacob was afraid of his bro- 
ther Eſaw, and his fears made him ſeck to 
appeaſe him by a preſent, David was afraid 

D 4 of 
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of his Perſecutour King Sax, and his fears 
made him ſeek ſo many Subterfuges, our Sa- 
viour himſelf had ſome natural relutancy a- 
gainſt that bitter Cup, and he prayed very 
earneſtly that ic might paſs from him, and 
when St. Pau! was accuſed by Tertx!lus and 
others ' he made very curious , and artificial 
defences for his life : And ſo may Priſoners 
tos when they are Indicted very allowably 
make all juſt defences that their caſe will ad- 
nit , all ſuch Pleas for themſelves as therr 
cauſe will bear, and all prudenc arts , that 
their wit, not aided by lies and falſifications 
can direct them to : But while Priſoners are 
mindful of all thoſe methods of defence , 
which ſelf preſervation will put them upon 
as men, they ſhould not be neglectful of 
thoſe religious conſiderations which be- 
come them as Chriſtians : They ſhould with 
the ſame ſollicitude prepare for that great 
account at the laſt day , as they do for that 
at the Old Bayly, they ſhould remember 
that he that is to judge them hereafter 1s 
God, and not man; that there will be no 
need of witneſſes to depoſe againſt them , 


their own conſciences, which they ſti.c_ 


now , will impartially teſtifie againſt them 
then, and ſupply the place both of witneſs 
and Jury too, by bringing in a righteous 


verdict againſt them, and making them as 
| CON 
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condemned of God, fo alfo ſelf- condemned, 
in the ſecret convictions of their then a- 
wakened ſpirit, For the raiſing of ſuch 
thoughts as theſe are within their ſouls, ler 
the Priſoners frequently conſider and medi- 
tate upon every word in that ſuitable Text of 
Scripture : 2 Cor. 5. 10. we muſt all appear 
before the judgment Seat of God, that every 
one may receive the things done in hu body, 
whethey they b: good og bad, Some young 
ſinners by the reaſon of the tenderneſs of 
their age are below the cognizance of ſuch 
Courts as theſe, and there are years,at which 
ſentence of death cannot be paſſed againſt an 
offender, bur all muſt appear bifore that judg- 

ment Seat,both young and old, Some ſinners 
are ſo great as to aw Juſtice, and when a 
Tyrant holds the Scepter, and eſtabliſhes tn. 
guity by a Law, no Court is ſo high as to 
take cognizance of him, and to call him to 
account but none 1s great enough to deliver 
himſelf from the hand of God, for hi: jultice 
is armed with an infinite power, whereby 
to execute the awards of bis wrath upon the 
moſt obdurate finners : Some fins are fo ſe- 
cre: that the eye of man which ſees not the 


' heart, can not diſcover them, and therefore 


the juice of man cannot puniſh them, but 


' God ſearcheth the hearts, and tries the reins, 


and he will judge the ſecrets of men by Chriſt 
| " Jeſus. 
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Jeſus. Men can only kill the body, but he 
can caſt Body and Soul tnio Hell-fire, they 
can infli& only temporal death, God eter- 
nal and everlaſting. Fire here may burn the 
body for a while, which puniſhment is ſome- 
times inflited upon women for petty trea. 
ſon, but as that fire burns the body, ſo it 
conſumes it, and the fierceneſs of the flame, 
and the pains of thegoftender have both a 
ſpeedy concluſion, but that fire burns for 
ever, and the ſinner hath an everlaſting du- 
ration to endure thoſe flames in. 

This judgment and the conſequences of 
jt they ſhould often meditate upon ; and no 
time more proper than this, wherein they 
are to paſs to that temporal judgment which 
bears ſome faint reſemblance with the 'E- 
ternal, 

Now it is a proper time for them to ſer 
their ſouls in order before God, to endea- 
your to make their peace wich him, by ear- 
neſt prayer to ſeek his pardon and forgive- 
.neſs, and whether they live or die, they will 
find the ſpiritual benefit of ſuch thoughts as 
theſeare, if the latter be their dreadful Lot, 
they have by this means begun their prepara- 
tion for death; but if through the mercy of 
God, the former be their more pleaſing por- 
tion, they may aſſure themſelves, that ſuch 
men as are prepared to dye, are by that means 
much more fit co live, And 
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Andnon that I hays brought the Priſoners 


7 tothe Old Bajly, it will not belong before 
7 'they know their ſeveral Dooms. Some have 
{ the Sentence of Death pronounced upon them, 
Some are calt for their Lives, but by the mer- 
] cy of the Bench, are ſet aſide for Tranſpor- 
7 ration, orfor Clergy, or areleft ts the mercy 
| ofthe King: For the ficſt of theſe the enſuing 
Chapter is deſigned, to the others I now Ad- 
| dreſs my ſelf, and firſt to thoſe who are for 
| Tranſportation. who are uſyally the moſt in 
/ Number, 


And here a very ſlender obſervation may 


| foon ſuggeſt ro us, that the condition of con- 


| vides after their Tranſportation beyond theſe 


| as differs little from that of thoſe that are in 


| Bridewell, unleſs in the duration of their e- 


I PER, 4c : auth 


; vils. For when they are ſet down upon the 


place of their Baniſhmeat, they are delivered 
to a ſeven-years bondage, ingaged in bard la- 
bours, expoſedto great drudgeries, and treat- 
ed with yery much ſcorn, and contempt, and 
inſolence ; and uſuall, the reaſon why this 
mercy is ſhewed to them for the ſparing of 
their lives, is becauſe they are reputed to be 
but young Malefators, having never before 
been legally convifted of ſuch crimes, asare 
puniſhable by death, and therefore before 
they proceed tothe remainder of this Chapter, 
I defire them to read what they findin the for- 
mer 
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mer Chapter concerning the breaking off their ; 


{ins, by repentance, and improving their pres 
ſent afflictions of thame, and flavery to ſpiri- 
tual purpoſes: And to theſe dire&ions I ſhall 
add theſe that follow. 
Firſt, That they would be perſwaded to 
obſerve the mixture of Judgment and m:rcy 
which is very apparent in their preſent condi- 
tion, 22e7cy in that their lives are ſpared, and 
Fndgment inthat they are to ſpend the remain. 
der of their lives in ſo much hardſhip and mi- 
ſery, and then to turn the expoſtulation of the 
Apoſtle, Rom. 2. 4» 5, 6, 7, 8, 9- into an 
exhortation to themfelyes, and that they would 
220t deſpiſe the riches of Gods gooaneſs, and for- 
bearance, and long ſuffering, which ought to 
lead them to repentance, neither treaſure up to 
themſelves wrath againſt the day of wrath, and 
the Revelation of the righteous Judgment of 
God, who will render to every man according to 
his deeds: To them whoby patient continuance 
in well doing, ſeck, for Glory and Honour and 
zmmortality ciernal life, but to them that are 
contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteouſneſs, zndignation, and wrath, tri. 
bulation, and anguiſh upon every ſoul of man 
that dath evil, of the Jew firſt, and alſo of the 
Genule, Thoſe that are thus Tranſported, 
they have Captivity for their puniſhment, and 


in that Captiviry, they may diſcern ſomething 
t 
of 
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| of the ſeverity of God towards them, but not 


et | 


{ greater ſeverity then God hath heretofore 


ſhewed towards ſinners, and in the ſame kind 
of puniſhment too, that of ſlavery. Mas 


E afſeb ſinned againſt God, and his puniſhment 


was, he was taken Captive by the Captainsof 


| the Kings of Fſſpria, and as ſuch bound in 


Ys 

% 
l 
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| Chains, and carried to Babylon. Zedekiab 
| ſinned againſt God, and for his ſin, he was 
| expoſed,firſt to the ſcornof 7 ebuchadnezzar 
' in his bondage, and then in his cruclty, inthe 
| loſs of his eyes, and what was dearer to him 
| then his eyes his Children: And itisnomore 


#2 bin ta 


then what was threatned by Aoſes, to rebel- 


: lious /ſrael, Dent. 28. 68. Ye ſhallbe fould 


|| to your enemies for bondmen and bondwomen, 


' and no man ſhall buy yon, that is, when they 


{/hould commit iniquity with greedinefs, their 
fins would make them fo vile in the eyes of 


' God, that he would ſell them into the hands 
| of their enemies, for Slaves and Drudges, and 


their enemies (ould count them (o vile too, 
that they could not think them worth the buy. 


| ting: Sothat that bondage which God inflied 


ſometimes upon Kings and Vrinces, nay fre. 
quently upon his own People too, when they 
{inned againſt him, and departed from him by 
their tranſgreſſions, ought not to be repined 
againſt by MalefaQors, as it were too ſevere 
a puniſhment upon them by the hand of God, 

| for 


(52) 
for their tranſgreſſion, but contrariwiſe they 
ought to be thankful to the mercy of God, 
that he hath ſpared their Lives, and thereby 
vivena ſpace for repentance, which if they 
conſider it aright, is a mercy of very great 
value, and of ſo great value, that their grati- 
tude for life, ought ro overballance thoſe 
murmurings, which they uſually entertain up- 
on account of the ſufferings of it; of this o- 
pinion was Jeremiah, when he and his Nati- 
on were under the like circumſtances, in Ca- 
ptivity ina ſtrange Country, Wherefore, ſays 
he, ſhoxld a living man complain, a man for 
ihe Puniſhmint of his ſin > Lament, 3, 39, 
in which ſentence there are almoſt zs many 
Arguments as words, and cvery one of thoſe 
Arguments ſuitable to the Subje& now in 
hand, Godis the Creator of all things, mar his 
Creature, why therefore ſhould man complain 
when he is aflied? The clay againſt the Potter, 
the workmanſhip againſt rhe maker, 92an that 
is but duſt and aſhes, againſt God the Lord of 
all; his Soverainty will bear him our, if he 
diſpoſes of his Creatures, as he in his wiſdom 
thinks molt fir, therefore they ought not to 
complain, eſpecially when they conf1der, that 
they are ſinful men, and that their afflitions 
are but tbe puniſhment of their /ins. No great 
wonder if upright Job complain that he is affli- 


&ed more then the ſcorners, Feremrah, _ 
thole 
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| (53) 
thoſe that deal treacheronſly, holy Daniel and 
righteous Shadrack, eMeſhack, and Abedne= 
go, then their accuſers, and tormentors, bur 
unjuſt it is that ſinners complain, under their 


| juſt and deſerved paniſhment, when they reap 


but the very frmt of their doings; More it 
would become them to acknowledge that 
God is juſt and rightroms in all that he aes, 
and in all the corrections which he does in- 
fit, and that he has puniſhed rhers leſs ther 
their tniquties deſerve, and then in | uſtice he 
mizht bave done, #f he had been extream to 
mark what #s done amiſi, and therefore that 
they ought to be humbled, and accept of the 
Puniſhment of their iniquities, and bear the 
indignation of the Lord becauſe they have ſinned 
againſt him, Eſpecially conſidering that he 
hath gzven ther a Portion among thoſe that are 
living, God had not been unrighteous, if he 
had raken away the ſinner in the midſt of his 
fins, and then as the Tree fell, ſoit would ly, 
as death left them, ſo Judgment would find 
them, andas they died in the Commiſſion of 
ſin, ſo they would riſe hereafter to the infli- 
Rions of wrath, but Gnd'hath been merciful 
in that, he bath given them a life, though a 
life very full of miſery to repent in, a ſpace, 
though that ſpace ſurrounded with many 
afflictions to make their peace with God. 
This Gooaneſs of God onght to lead them to 


repent - 
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repentance, in order to which end tet 
them. 

Secondly, Live un./er a conſtant ſenſe of 
Gods omnipreſence, and that whereſocver 
they go, and into whatſoever parts of the 
| World they are ſent by Baniſhment Godseye 
| follows them. He fills the Heaven and the 
6 earth, and the Heaven of Heavens cannot con- 
tain him, his gicatnels #& wnſearchable, ſo that 
there #10 flying from h# preſence, nor canany 
man hide himſelf in ſecret places that God 
ſhould not ſee him. They may fly their Couns 
try, but they cannot fly fromthe preſence of 
God, ifin aſtrange Land they retain the ſins 
of England, thither the Vengeance of God 
can follow them, there the Juſtice of Goq 
can find them out, prove their Plague and 
their ſcourge there as well as here, burtif in 
a forreign Country, they repent of their ſins 
committed here, Gods Grace 1s as near to 
them there as here, h mercy us over all his 
zorks, and his goodneſs reaches to the #1n30ſk 
corners of the earth, 2? nd though their Fa- 
thers ſee them not, and their Friends know 
nar their condition, yet God is as preſent to 
them there as here, and 1s ready to receive the 
Prayer of tne Captive,the petition of the ſtran- 
ger, the ſupplication of tae Banithed, and to 
or-nt his pardonto the FO YTreſt, moſt ff] &ed 
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At the Seſſions ſome are found not guilty 
by their Jury, or obtain the benefit of their 


{ Clergy, or the gracious pardon of the King: 
| which if they conſider it aright,is a mercy very 


ONCE S fe 4 rn 


highly valuable, and as ic is the happineſs of 
theſe men that they have their Lives and Li- 
berties, ſo it is their diſadyantage, that their 
Liberty is attended with the diſgrace of 
having once held up their hand, and how to 
improve this diſhonour to ſpiritual adyan- 
tage, they have been taught in the forecited 
Chapter, and together with thoſe direQions 
let them take theſe direQions that follow. 
Firſt, Now that they are free from the 
Tribunal of man that they would endeayour 
to ſet all accounts right between chem and 


{ God : For very poſſible it may be that 
| an offender may be either free, or puilcy.to 
a leſſer degree in theſe counts below , bur 
| perfeRly guilty in that court aboye : Here 
| ſome things are accounted felonies , ſome 


etty larcenies, ſome deſerve only by the law 


| a brand in the hand, ſome the laſh and pub- 


lick whippings, but thoſe are violations of 
the Ezyhth Commandment, and both of them 
place men in the Number of thoſe Thi:wes 
of whom St; Par! hath ſaid expreſly, that 


they ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of God, 


| heat and paſſion, is counted here not guilty 


x Cor. 6. 10. He that ſhall kill a man in his. 


of 


(56) 
of Murder but Manflaughter, but both theſe 
are violations of the ſixth Commandment , 
and both make us liable to the judgment to 
come: Nay more, that very paſſion which 
we make the alleviation of our crimes here 
is counted Murder in the the fight of God. 
For ſo our Saviour expreſly aſſerts, arh. 5. 
21.22, Ye have heard that it was ſaid by them 
of old time ; Thou ſhalt not kill, and whoſoe- 
ver #4 angry with his Brother without a cauſe Þ 
(hall be in danger of the judgment ; and whoſo- 
ever ſtall ſay unto his Brother, Kacha, ſhall Þ 
be in danger of the Conncel, bur whoſoever Þ 
ſhall ſay thou fool, ſhall be en danger of Hell 
fire : Where we ſee different degrees of Þþ 
cauſeleſs anger, have different degrees of pu- 
niſhment, bur all of them are violations of | 
that Commandment, Thox ſhalt do 20 1mur- Þ 
aer , and all puniſhable more or leſs in the Þ 
judgment to come, And as for thoſe that Þ 
are acquitted here, let them examine whe- | 
ther they are clear before God, and if of 
that crime, whether of others, as great per. 
chance, and as crying, in the account of God: 
And io them, who eſcape with life and liber- 
ty, as well as to others, is appliable that of 
our Saviour, erleſs ye repent ye ſhall ull 
likewiſe periſh. | 

My ſecond cxhortation to ſuch is that for 
the time to come they would —_— t0 
ie 


91: 2 | 
live without offence in the ſight of God and 
man : New mercies require new acknow- 
ledgments, and we have no way of (hewing 
our gratitude to God but þy doing things 
that are pleaſing in bis fight : God hath 
granted them life; let them improve it to his 
honour , they have had the pardon of the 
King, let them ſeek forgiveneſs of God allo, 
they have dishonoured themſelves and their 

rofeſſion, let them endeayour to adorn the 
Goſpel for the time to come, by a more 
ſpotleſs converſation; Let them heartily repent 
of all their publick and private crimes a- 
eainſt God and apainſt men, that when they 
cometo dye, they may be fitter to dye, thgn 
they were when they were Tried for their 
Lives, and for this among other things, let 
them pray 1n this or ſuch like addreſs to 


God. 
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LORD our God we acknowledge 

be fore thee our manifold tranſ- 
greſſrns, the ſins of our hearts, the ſins 
of our. Lips, the ſins of our Lives, our 
unclean thoughts , our filthy diſcourſes , 
all our murighteous actions, we are here 
Priſoners in one place , but very diffe- 
ent i5 the Lot , which thy Providence 
hath afſizned to us, ſuch of us, O Lord 
whoſe days thow haſt meaſured out to the 
oppreſſour , give us grace to repent of 
thoſe ſins, which have cauſed this pu- 
aiſhment , and the leſs mercy we find 
with men, the more let us find with 
Goda : AS many of us as have found thy 
mercy in our Lives and Liberties give 
us grace, to be ſenſible of thy mercies, 
and to live cloſer with our God, who 
hath delivered owr feet from falling , 
and our ſoul from the ſnare, antl our 
life from the Grave, Let the ſhame 
we 
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we endure make us truly ſenſible of thoſe 
ſins that have cauſed it , and however 
we have had diſgrace here , let us not 
be confounded when we ſtand in judg- 
ment : make us mindful of thy eternal 
judgment , and prepare ns for it, that 
when we come to die we may be fitter to 
ate, and fitter to give an account to 
God, Lead us O Lord by thy conncel , 
guide us by thy grace, give repentance , 
and pardon here, and bring us to thy 


4 glory hereafter, throwgh our Lord and 


Saviour Teſus Chriſt, 1n whoſe, ec. 
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CH A Þ, IV. 


Conſiderations ſuited to the condition of 


HMalef aftors as are abtually under the ſcn- 
tence of condemnation for death. 


Hat hath been already written in this 
diſcourſe is deſigned, to prevent, if 


offible, mens wretched arrival at the height 


of wickedneſs, and by ſuch conſiderations , 
as the nature of the ſubje& would ſuggeſt , 
to ſtop their carier in wickedneſs , before 
they proceed from leſſer crimes to thoſe that 
are Capi:al : Bur there always was and al- 
ways will bea generation : f men that are re- 
probates to every good work, that haye their 
conſciences ſeared with a hot Iron, thatturn a 
deaf ear againſt all g90d Counſel, and harden 
their hearts 5gainſtall good advice, and as for 
theſc ſeeing milder Methods will do no good 
upon them, neceſſity enforces to practice 
thoſe thar are more ſevere, God ſays, nay 
which is more, ſwears that ke does not delight 
in the death of a ſinner, but that he ſhould turn 
from his wicked way and live, butyetitis con- 
ſiſtent both with his Juſtice and mercy, to 
make death the Portion of ſuch as by their 
wickedneſs purſue it, and ;o make __ 
ee "0 OO he 
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the inheritance of thoſe that by the obſtinacy, 
and perverſeneſs of their way unavoidably 
run upon it; And the ſame method is very 
conſiltent with the rules of Juſtice, and mer- 
cy among men; Nay very often it is, that 
ſeverity upon offenders is mercy to the inno- 
cent, and compaſſion to the wicked, is cru- 
elty ta the juſt, for the ſlackening of Jultice, 
encreaſes the number of Malefa&ors, and if 
ſevere laws were not made, and executed a» 
gainſt Malefaftors honeſt men would not be 
{afe, but the Nation would be ſoon overrun 
with Robbers and Murderers, and all ſorts of 
evil doers, for as Solomon obſerved long ago. 
Becauſe Sentence againſt an evil work, 1s not 
executed ſpeedily; therefore ut is that the heart 
of the Sons of men is thoroughly ſet in themto 
do evil, Fccl. 8, 11. Righteous therefore 
and ju't it is, that the wages of ſin ſhould be 
death, death eternal by the Law of God, and 
death temporal by the Laws of God and man, 
but the gift of God is eternal life through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord: But to what acts of Faithand 
repentance to direct the MalefaQtor, that he 
may lay hold of that eternal lite, will require 
much Spiritual $kill, and prudence. The 
Right Reverend Biſhop Taylour, and the 
Learned DoRor Hammond, and ſome others 
have written diverſe things very accurately 


towards the Leſſening of that eſteem which 
E-4 ſome 
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ſome men have of the efficacy ofa death.bed 
repentance: If ſhould here lay down their 
opinions in expreſs rerms, as they have deli. 
vered them, in all probability I ſhould drive 
thoſe whom I now write to, 1nto utter de- 
ſpair, but if I ſhould endeavour to zflert and 
maintain the contrary,thoſe ſurriviig Malefa. 
Rors, into whoſe hands this Book thall come, 
would in all likelyhood make uſe of it, as a 
further encouragement to delay their repen- 
tanceto the hour of death: Seeing therefare 
it is hard to Miniſter to the comfort of ſome, 
without giving occalion to the Preſumption 
of others, I think it not ſafe to handle that 
ago in a Treatiſe, which will be read both 

y the condemned and reprieved ; But judge 
it more prudent to leave the Condudt of the 
ſouls of dying men in that particular, to 
thoſe Miniſters that ſhall viſit them near the 
approaches of their death : For the ſupply of 
which in ſuch caſes I ſuppoſe there is ſome 
proves made in all placcs of this Nation, 

ut in this City very picntifully: They hayea 
particula;Miniſter allotted to them,wholſe duty 
it is wholly to attend this affair, to his aſſiſt- 
ance thereare allotted by the order of the 
Honourable the Court of Aldermen, and 
npon the motion 'of the Right Worthipful 
the preſent Sheriffs, the Miniſters of Ludgare, 
and both the [onnters, and Diverſe other 
LY ' Miniſters 
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thee, and ſay we have ſinnid, we bave done a= 
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Miniſters of this City our of their Pious com- 
paſſion towards them, yery frequently con- 
tribute their ſpiritual aids, who may pri- 
yately Miniſter to them ſuch comfort as their 
condition is capable of without danger of oc« 
caſioning preſumption and ſpiritual ſecurity 
toother MalefaRtors, who at ſuch times are 
not within hearing: But ſuch other conſi- 
derations as Imay ſafely ſet down without this 
danger, 1 ſhall here inſert. - | 

Firſt, The condemned MilefaQtor ought 
humbly to confels bis ſft1s, and riiis when aCs 
companied with other requilites of repen- 
tance has a promiſe of pardon. 

So we have it exprefled by the beloved Dif= 
ciple, St. Zohn, 1. g. if we confeſs our ſins, 
he i Fathful, and juſt to forgive us our ſins, 
and to cleanſe us from all nnrighteouſneſs. 
So in Hoſea 14. 2. Take to you words, 
that is of confeſſion, and ſupplication, and 
turn to the Lord your God, ſay unto him, take 
away all iniquity, and receive us graciouſly, ſo 
will we render the Calves of our lips : For this 
pardon upon a true and ſincere confeſſion, 
Solomon depends by Faith in his Prayer at the 
Dedication of the Temple, 2 Chronicles 6. + 
36, 37, 39. If they fin againſt thee, *( for 
there is no man that-ſinneth not ) and thou be 
angry niththem, and they turn and pray unto 


miſs 
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wiſe, we Fave dealt wickedly, then hear thoy 
from the Heavens even from thy dwelling place, 
their Prayer, and their ſupp/ication, and for- 
give thy People which have ſinned againſt thee; 
and that Faith that Solomon had in this Prayer 
of his, was founded upon that promile which 


we find in Lev. 26. 40. 42. AU theyconfeſs 


their iniquity, and the iniquit y of their Fathers, 


2me, and that alſo they havewalked contrary an- 


rome: Then mill I remember my Covenant. 
That 1s, bis Covenant of mercy and forgive- 
neſs, And ſuitably to the Paith of Solomaan, 
and the promiſe of God Davzd found it, 
Pſalm 32. 5. 1 acknowledged my ſin nntothee, 
fays he there, and my iniquity have Inot hid, 
1 (aid, 1 will confeſs my tranſgreſſions unto the 
Lord, and thou forgaveſt the iniquity of ms» ſn. 
And where the fin againſt God is complicated 
with injuſtice towards men, ( as in condem- 
ned MalefaQtors it alaays is, ) there it is re- 

uifite that the ſinner confeſs to men, and 
thew his Zeal againſt unrighteouſneſs by dif. 
covering the combinations of wickedneſs that 
he hath becnacquainted with ; for it is hard- 
ly conceivable, that they thoroughly repent 
of their unrighteouſneſs, who at their death 
defire it ſhould go unobſeryed, and unreform- 
ed and unpuniſhed in others, 

Secondly, Theſe confeſſions where they are 
accepted 


(5) 
accepted with God arealways accompanied 
with a deep ſorrow, and contrition of Spirit 
for thoſe ſins that we acknowledge: otherwiſe 
they are Hypocritical, but together with this 
they are often a ſacrifice acceptable ro God : 
Pſal. 51. 16, 17. For thou deſireſt not Sacri- 


Z | fice, elſe would I give it thee: thou delightest 


not in burnt offerings, the Sacrifices of God are 
a brok:n and contrite Spirit, a broken anda 
contrite Heart, 0 God thou wilt not deſpiſe : 
And fo to the ſame effect we find itin the Pro- 
phet Iſaiah, ch. 57. v. 15. For thus ſaith 
the high and the Holy one that inhabit:th eterni- 
ty, whoſe name is Holy, I dwell in the high and 
holy place, mith him alſo that is of a pure and 
contrite Spirit , to revive the Spirit of the 
hamble, to revive the heart of the contrite 
ONes. 
Thirdly, To that repentance that will find 
pardon, there ought to be joyned a forſaking 
of ſin : and weare toexplainthe place before - 
cited, 1St. Fohr 1.9. by that other place from 
whence it ſeems to be taken. Prov. 28.13. He 
that covereth bis ſins, ſhall not proſper, but who- 
ſo conſfeſſeth and forſ[aketh them (hall have mercy, 
And by this the Scripture every where def- 
cribes ſaving repentance, calling it « twrning 
from our evil ways, returning from the folly of 
the wickedto the wiſdom of the righteous, clean- 
Gng onr hands, and purifying onr hands with 
many - 
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57any other expreſſions importing a thorough 
reformation of the whole man in life, and 
heart and lip; many parts of which becauſe 
they are always wanting in the lateconverſion 
of old Tranſgrefſours7 the above mentioned 
Divines have very much doubted of the effi- 
cacy of ſuch a death-bed repentance to the 
oreat intents of mercy and pardon ; and if it 
be ſaid ſincere intentions are often accepted 
by God,inſtead of performances,it is poſſible 
i: may be as difficult to diſtinguiſh between 
the integrity 8& Hypocrifie of mens purpoſes, 
as between the truth and falſeneſs of their con- 
yerſion, and therefore it 1s more prudent ta 
leave the deciſion of ſuch queſtions to the O- 
ral ſolution of ſuch Divines as ſhall either out 
of Duty,orChriſtian Charity viſit themthento 
deliver it in Printed rules, where it may be read 

by thoſe who havemore need to be preſſed to 

a ſpeedy Converſion,then be perſwaded ofthe 
efficacy of a late repentance: | 

Fourthly, After ſuch a&ts of confeſſion, 
and contrition, and repentance, as the con- 
dition of the MalefaQors is capable of, let 
them caſt th:mſelyes upon God, by aholy. 

Faith and reliance, mixed with fear and 
trembling , both theſe conjoyned are 
and neither of theſe ſingle is ſuitable to the 

condition of theſe condemned ſinners, They 


ought to haye a Faith in the mercy of God, 
As 


Pat, eds ta Et RITES RE at 4 RT CME a oo 0 Fe 0 = RH 4 
OO EE. oem. 4 CAGE GG oa©wdS 2B a ww s\_ = VOoweoa wa” od by tt ax 


(67) 


| as ſufficient to pardon the greateſt ſinners that 
| return, according to the terms of the Goſpel, 
| for clſeit werein vain to pray io God if we 
! thought him wholly inexorable : but this 


Faith oftheirs ought to be joyned with a holy 


! trembling, for fear, leſt their repentance 
| ſhouldnot be ſuch as God will accept, and 
leſt their preparations ſhould notbe according 
to the Preparation of the Sanfuary, or elle 
| their Faith may ſoon degenerate into preſum- 


ption. Where the firſtis wanting, menrun 
into deſpair : This ſeems to be the ſinof Carn, 


' who ſaid, (as it is in the marginal interpre- 
| tation of our Bibles, and ſuitable enough to 


the ſignificatian of the Hebrew verb Ni3 
there uſed ) y iniquity is greater then that tt 
may be forgiven. This ſeems to be the fin 
of 7udas, he knew he had ſinned, and he re- 
pented of it in ſome degree, and asan inſtance 
of it made reſtitution of the price of blood, but 
had not recourſe by faith and Goſpel repen- 
tance to that blooa of atonement, and therefore 
died asa fad inſtance, and dreadful example of 
horrid diſpair, and indeed no fin, ( except 
that one unpardonable one againſt the Holy 
Gholt, ) is cxempted from forgiveneſs upon a 
true repentance: And to take away doubt in 
this the Scrip:ure hath particularly mentioned 
the greateſt ſorts as actually forgiven to ſin- 
ccre Penitents. As particularly, The Blaſ- 
| phemics 
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phemies of Sanu!, the Fornications of Magda- 
len, the extortions of Zacchers, the Mur- 
der and uncleanneſs of David, the drunken- 
neſs and inceſt of Noah, and the Robberies 
of the Thick upon the Croſs. But as there 
may be an error on this hand, ſo there may 
be, and »offibly is more frequently on the 
ether han toc: in relying too confidently 
upon the yardoning mercy of God in Chriſt, 
without thoiz Goſpel preparations of heart 
which will {it us to receive it. And this ſeems 
to be the ſin of thoſe very confilent, but very 
much miſtaken fiduciaries, mentioned and 
reproved by our Saviour, Mat. 7.21, 22, 23, 
Not every one that ſaith unto me Lord, Lord, 

all enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but he 
that doth the ill of my Father which i in Hea- 
ven, Many will ſay unto me, in that day Lord 
have we not Propheſied in thy name? andinthy 
name caſt out Devils? and in thy name done 
many wonderful works ? eAnd then will ] pro- 
feſs unto them, 1 never knew you ; depart from 
me, ye th.t work 1ntquity. And if they would 

uide themſclves between preſumption and 
deſpair, it will behave them to take the Ad- 

vice of St, Peter, to Simon Maps, ſo 4tts 8. 
22. Kepenttherefore of this thy wichcaneſs, and 
pray God, if perhaps the thonght of thy heart 
may be forgiven thee, He ſaith not, and /o 


. Certainly it (hall be, this poſſibly might be 
too 
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roo confident a preſumption to depend upon: 
but if perhaps, that an humble hope may be 
allowed to ſeck after. The carriage of Benha- 
had ro King eAbab may well become them, 
The Kings of Iſrael are merciful Kings, ſays 
te, and ſo they The God of Iſrael is a mer- 
cifnl God, this they may with fulncſs of 
Faith believe, and peradventere he will ſave 
z15, this they may with an humble hope de- 
fire; And to accommodate a little to this 
purpoſe that expreſſion of Queen Fſther, 
They may go into the preſence of God, 
by humble ſupplication and prayer, and 
ſay, if we periſh, we will periſh p:aying un- 
to God, we will periſh imploring his 
Grace, we will Periſh rolling our ſelves 
upon his mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, and it is 
poſſible God may be more merciful to us, 
then we are apt to think he will, when 
we refle& upon the great defe& of our 
death. bed repentance; The reſt I ſh:ll 
refer tothe Conduct of their ſpiritual guides, 
of which number I am bound in duty to 
be one, and ſhall rcqueſt them often to 
read theſe ſeven Pſalm, 6, 32, 38, 51,102, 
130, 143. Paraphraſcd into Prayers by 
Biſhop Tayliour which I have provided for 
them at my own charge, A ſmall Treatiſe 
called, The Penttent fiiner, provided for 
them by the care of the Court of Alder. 
El 
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men, and theſe two Prayers, . the one taken 
out of Dottor Patricks Devout Chriſtian, 
the other from Biſhop. Tayloxr, and with a 
{mall alteration accommodated to their con- 
dition. 


A Prayer tor condemned Malefaors 
written by Dr. Patrick in his Devont 
Chriſtian, 


| MOST holy and righteoms julee 
of the whole world, give us ſinfil 

and miſerable wretches , leave to pro- 
firate our ſelves before the throne of thy 
Grace, and to implore th:t merty which 
we have formerly deſpiſed or abnſed. 
we are net worthy we confe{s to lift up 
our eyes towards heaven ; and it becomes 
us in the greateſt acjettion of ſpirit to 
fizh and groan under the Load of our ſins : 
which have been ſo great and many, ſo 
bold , fo preſumptuons and ſhameles , 
that when with an awakenea mind we 
reflect npon them ; we are ready to ſink 
into Hell, and utterly deſpair of any 
z2ercy, O God how have we hated in- 
Itfuction, 
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Nrucion ; and our heart deſpiſed re- 
proof 2 And have not obeyed the voice 
of our teachers, nor inclined our ear 
to them that admoniſhed us : How ſwift 
have our feet been to run into evil ! and 
how backward and aver(e have we been to 
any thing that is good ! O the injuries 
that we have done our neighvours , the 
abuſe of ouy ſelves and thy good creatures ! 
the prophane contempt. or neglect of thee 
and the duties of thy worſhip and ſervice, 
*The remembrance of all 2 

| this is dreadful, the bur- _. Here let cheus 


pan *%s reckon up the blaſ- 
aen is intolerable, phemies,debauche.- 
n Il 4x Ties and violences 

708 / OE 4p pets that ihey have been 


| before thee at whoſe re- -uilty of, 

| buke the mountains quake» F | 
| ſince we cannot think of our appearance 
before an earthly judge without (hame 
aud affrightment of ſpirit ? O Lord work 
in us a greater dread of thee with a great- 
er ſhame and confuſion of face, now that 
we are in. thy preſence : For which ena 
repreſent unto us eſſeftually the wicked- 
neſs, the baſeneſs and vileneſs of our e. 
vil dings ; as well as the guilt and jaſf 
x F deſert 


_ 


deſert of thee ? O that we could hate 
and abhor them more than death, which 
we expett ſhortly to ſuffer for them 3; Be. 
ftow 02 1s that inzenuom and godly ſor- 
row which worxeth repentance, and un- 
feigned purpoſes of amendment of life 
If thou through thy great mercy and un: 
expetted providence ſhouldeſt grant en- 
largement of it. Theſe purpoſes come 
roo late indeed, we may Juſtly think to 
find acceptaxce with thee , and therefore, 
not without great fear and trembling , 
and a great ſenſe of our undeſerving, we 
Look up unto thee, acknowledzing thy in- 
finite goodneſs, if thou wilt vouchſafe but 

the ſmalleſt hope of mercy. C 
Mercy, mercy, Good Lord caſt us not 
quite out of thy ſight, for Feſus ſake who | 
gave himſelf” for us to redeem us from all 
mniquity, It is the beginning of ſome 
mercy, and an earneſt, we hope of more 
that th.u haſt made us ſenſible of onr of- 
fences : Help w to manifeſt. our ſincerity 
by making free aud open confeſſion of our 
crimes , and taking the ſbame of them 
before others, and by nada apy cs 
____ i#mab 
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that we are unworthy to live , and by 
earneſt admoniſhments to all to be warn- 
ed byour example, and to ceaſe betimes , 
to do evil and learn to do well, O that 
we could Foe thee O God, a little 19x 
our latter end after this manner : And 
zill we come to receive otir deſerved pa- 


 niſhment , help us to ſpend our time in 


bewailiny our ſins, in humbling our ſebves 
before thee for them, in ſetting our 
hearts againſt them in ſtudying and ad- . 
miring with the. gyeateſ# affeftion the 
holy life of our Lord Feſus ; in calling 
other offenders to repentance , and ex- 
horting them thereby to give thee glory. 
Deny us wit we beſeech thee the grace 
thus to employ our ſelves ; that we may 
have ſome taſt of thy mercy . and the 


fear of death may be abated by ſome hope 


that when our ſoal ſhall be parted from 
the body, it may be received into everla- 
ſting manſions, through Feſwus Chriſt our 
Lord: 1n whoſe name and words, GC, 
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A Prayer for Penitents by Biſhop Tay: 


ON of David, Bleſſed Redeemer , 


Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 
ſins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Feſu, be a Feſus unto us, thou that 
ſpareaſt thy ſervant Peter, that denied 
thee thrice, thou that didſt caſt ſeven 
Devils out of Mary Magdalene, and for- 
gaveſt the woman taken in adultery, and 
aidſt bear the convert Thief from the 
Croſs, to the joys of Paradife, have mer- 
cy upon 1s alſo ; for although we have 


S) 
amaſſed together more ſins, than all 


theſe. in conjunition, yet not their ſins | 


nor ours, nor the ſins-of all the world can 
equal thy glorious mercy, which us as 1n- 
finite, 'and eternal as thy ſelf. we ac- 
knowledge, O Lora, that we are wile , 
but yet redeemed with thy precious blood ; 
we are blind, but thou art the light of the 
world; 
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world ; we are weak , but thou art our 
ftrong Rock , we have been dead in tre- 
ſpaſſes and ſins, but thou art our reſurre- 
tion and our life. Thor, O Lord, loveſt 
zo ſhew mercy, and the expreſſions of thy 
mercy, the nearer they come to infinite, 
the more proportionable they are to thy 
eſſence, and like thy ſelf. Behold then, 
O Lord, fit objetts for thy pity : Our ſins 
are fo great and many, that to forgive 
z5, will be an att of glorious mercy, and 
all the praiſes which did accrue to thy 
xame, by the forgiveneſs of David, and 
Manaſles, axd St. Pail, and the adulte- 
res, and the Thief ,and the Publican, will 
be multiplied to thy honour, in the for- 
grveneſs of us ſo vile,lo unworthy wretch- 
es, that we have nothins to ſay for our 
ſelves, but that the greatneſs of our mi- 
ſeries are fit objefts for thy nuiraculons and 
infinite mercy. Deſpiſe us not , O Lord, 
for we are thy creatures, deſpiſe ws not 
for thow didſt die for tus, caſt us not. away 
zn thine anzer, for thou cameſ# to ſeek 
15s, and to ſave us, Prepare us for 


death, 


deat, and teke away the bitterneſs of 
#, Pardon our ſins, and perge 5 from 
them, firſt of thy Grace make us fit 
for the inherit ance of the Saints in 
Light » and then bring us 0 it for 
Jhe ſake of our Loyd ani S4Uorr Jeſus 


Chriſt. 1n whoſe Bame, &C. 
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CHAP. V. 


Inferuttions ſuited to the Condition of thoſe 
. who have their Education in the Hoſpital of 
Chriſt Church. 


Itherto I have diſcourſed ſuch things as 
I thought proper for the ln{truftion 
| of Priſoners, and among thoſe the worſt of 
| them MalefaQors, and if I had conſulted the 
| order of Dignity, I ſhould haveplaccd thele-_ 
{ laſt, butI purpoſed in this diſcourſe to purſue 
| the rules, not of honoyr, but of Chriſtian 
Charicy, and therefore have allotted the great-' 
eſt ſhare of my diretions to thoſe that moſt 
need it, the greateſt offenders, herein follow-' 
ing the example of my Saviour, who beſtow. 
ed a great part of his time and pains upon P&= 
blicans, and finners, and came with a deſign, 
not to call the righteous but ſinners to repens- 
tance, [proceed now to ſuch as may be ſup- 
poſed to be of a moreteachable temper, mote 
ſucceptive of inſtrution, and have more op- 
portunities for it, as li-ing under a ſtri& Dil- 
cipline, and under the happy opportunities 
of a very adyantagious education inthe Hoſpi- 
tal, and School of Chriſt ( hurch. And 
here before | proceed any farther, it will not 
F 4 be 
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beE improper thankfully to take notice of the 


goodneſs of God towards this City, in that 
he hath from time to time raiſed up ſo many 
generous Spirits among us, and enclinedtthem 
to:ſuch noble inſtances of Chriſtian Charity : 
For there is ſcarſe any neceſſity that humane 
nature is [yable to; but here Proviſion is 
made for the relief of it; If men be infirm in 
their ſenſes, and diſturbed in their brains, 
there is proviſion for them in the Hoſpital of 
Buthlehem: ; If weak and infirm intheir Limbs, 
or wounded, in St, Bartholomews; and if 
Children be Fatherleſs, or ( which is the next 
degree of miſery to it ) diſcended of ſuch Pa- 
rents as haye not wherewithal to bring them 
up, they are cloathed and fed, and Educated 
in. Chrit-CHurch, an Hoſpital erc&ed by 
King Edward the fixth,- a Proteſtant Prince to 
the confutation of that Vulgar calumny then, 


and ſtill common among the Papiſts, that men. 


of our Rcligion have renounced not only the 
merit, butalſo the praftice of good works ; 
and as tis Hoſpital is of Royal extraction, ſo 
is it of Honourabic Government, The Go- 
vernours of it, being always ſome of the moſt 
Eminent Senators and Commonours of Loz- 
don, and 1n the Houſe they have all things 
neceſſary for the feeding, and cloathing, 
and lodging, and inſtruting of thoſe 
Children, Male, or Female, that are under 

; 2 their 


—_ 


gw as rin > a A a  -. & = = ki nd oo 4A ea 3 2 4A > a % mm »% $ UW .i.. ev of 


(79) 
their care, and therefore to thoſe that are here 
Educated... © .- 7 
- My firſt DireCtion ſhall be to be thankful 
to God, who hath ſo plentifully provided for 
them: There is a gracious promiſe in the 
Pſalmiſt, When my Father and Mother forſake 


216, the Lord taketh me up, Pſal. 27, to, and 


again to the ſame import. - Pſalm 146. 9. 
the Lordcareth for the ſtrangers, he helpeth the 


. Fatherleſs. And again Pſal, 147. He ferdeth 


the young Ravens when they call upon him, the 
obſeryation Is common ( out of Pl. 10.12, 
and eAriſto, Hiſt. Animal. 6. 6. ) that of all 
other Birds, the Ravens are obſeryed ſooneſt 
to forſake gheir young ones, andtherefore by 
an argument 4 mafors ad minns, If God o 
ſufficicn ly provide. for the young Ravens 
When the dams forſake them, muc:, more 
wi'l he provide for us, whoſtampt with his 
Image, are much more valuable then many 
Ravens, when our Parents either through 
want cannot, or through unnaturalneſs will 
not maintain us. Of this providence of God 
towards ſuch helpleſs Children, there are di- 
verſe inſtances in profane ſt-;ries, that famous 
one of Cyrus expoſed. by his own relations, 
and by a wonderful providence nouriſhed by 
ſtrangers. Of Rommnlius and Remns deſerted by 
their Parents, and nurſed by a Wolf, and har- 
boured by a Shepherd; Or if the credit of 

 thele 
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theſe relations be as ſuſpeRed, as the Faith- 
fulneſs of their firſt reports. There are in- 
ſtances in ſacred writ, to prove his Faithful. 
neſs tothe aboyementioned promiſe, and that 
when Parents have forſaken Children, he hath 
taken them up. When J1ſhmaels Mother de- 
ſpairing. of bis life, had forſaken him, and laid 
him gaſping, ( his laſt for ought che knew, 
or could do to help ir, ) in the Wilderneſs; 
the Lord zook him up: He opened a new 
Spring of Water, and opened her eyes to ſee 
it, and ſo the Child was preſeryed, Ger, 21. 
19, When «Moſes his Parents alſo had forſa- 
ken him, ( for they durſt not ſtand by him 
any longer) and laid him down among the 
ruſhy flags, the Lord took, bim up: He pro- 
vided him of a Saviour the Kings own Daughe 
ter, and of a Nurſe the Childs own Mother, 
and ſo he was preſerved roo ? Bur to the 
Children here maintained, I need not n.ultiply 
inſtances of this nature,. they themſelyes are 
ſtanding monuments of the' goodneſs of Gad 
in that kind, They are Lodged in thoſe Cham- 
bers, that their Parents never hired, cloathed 
wich thoſe Garments, they never provided, 
fed with that meat they neyer paid for, and 
ſupplyed with all things neceſſary by the care 
of thoſe good Patrons which the Providence 
of God hath raiſed up for them. And now 
that God hathſo largly bleſſed them, Let me 
teach 
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reach them the duty of gratitude to him out of 
the Book of. Pſalms, which they fo often ſing 
at their meals, and fo often read by the injun- 
Qion of their inſtructors. They may every 
one of tnem ſay with David. Pſalm 16, 5» 6. 
The Lord t the Portion of my Inheritage, and 


of my Cup, he maintains my Lot, the lines are 


fallen unto me in pleaſant places, Yea, I have 4 
goodly Heritage. And thercfore let them ſay 


with David allo, v. 7. I wilt bleſs the Lord 
who hath. given me Counſel, by the inſtruction 
of my teachers, and maintenance by the boun- 
ty of my patrons. My reins alſo ſhall inſtruFF 
me in the night ſeaſon. They may again ſay, 
all in general, and each in parricular, in the 
words of .the ſame. King David. Pſalm 16. 
5» Gy 8. Grations ts the Lord and righteous, 
yea our God is merciful, The Lord preſerv- 
eth the ſimple, 1 was broxght low, through the 
poverty of my Parencs, and be helped me. Re- 
turn to thy reſt, O my ſoul, for the Lord hath 
dealt plentifully with thee, For the Lord hath- 
delivered my ſoul from death, and from want, 
which. is almoſt as bitter as death, 2znc eyes 
from tears, and my feet from fallings, Andas 
their mercies arc proportionable to his, fo 
ſer their th:nkfulneſs be proportionable to his 
alſo, which they may appoſitely expreſs in 
bis words, v 12, 13,14. hat ſhall 1 renaer 
wnte the Lord, for all his benefits towaras me? 
"2 I 
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1 will take the cup of ſalvation, and call upon 
the name of the Ford. I will pay my vows unto 
the Lord, now in: the preſence of all his people: 
Even thoſevows which I made in my low con« 
dition, when my friends were forced to for- 
ſake me for want, and no eye pitied my poor 
condition. And as theſe great merctes ought 
to teach them thankfulneſs, for all the loweng- 
kindzeſs of God towards them hitherto, ſo 
Secondly, Let the ſame mercies teach 
them to place their faith, and hope, and 
confidence in God for the time to come 2 
They have already found to their great com- 
fort that God is a Father to the fatherleſs, a 
proteQour of the deſtitute, and a ready help 
ro them in the needful time of trouble; and 
now of all men in the world they will be 
the moſt inexcuſable, it in their age they 
forget the God of their Childhood, and of 
their youth, or eyer negle&_.to depend upon 
him, who bath already been ſo good, and 
ſo gracious to them. The experience of the 
continued goodneſs of God ſhould encreafe 
their relzance in him, and make them ſay in 
a pious expefation of his gracious provi. 
dence towards them for the time to come: 
In the words of 7b which we find Chap. 5. 
V. I9, 20, 21, 32, 2;, 24 25y 26, 27. God 
hath delivered us in fix troubles, yea in ſeven 


20 evil hath tonchid us in famine , he hath 
redeemed 
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redeemed 1 from death, and in need from. 


| the hand of poverty, and now we will con- 


| fidently. rely upon his faithfulneſs, and 
| without wavering depend upon his provi- 


dence, for ſurely he that hath ſo ſoon pre. 


{ yented us with his loving kindneſs will be our 


| God all the reſidue of our lives, we ſpall be 
| hid from the ſconrge of the tongue, neither ſhall 
we be afraid of deſtruition when it cometh, 
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eAt deſtruttion and famine we ſhall langh , 
neither ſhall we be afraid of the beaſts of the 
earth , For we ſhall be at leapne with the ſtones 
of the field, and the beaſts of the field ſhall be 


| at peace with us : We know that our Taberna- 
1 cle ſhall be at peace, we ſhall viſit our babuati- 


on and not ſin: we know our ſeed ſhall be prof. 
pero, and our off-ſpring as the Graſs of the 
earth : We ſhall come to our grave in a ſull 
ape like as a ſtock of Corn cometh in his ſeaſon : 
Lo this we have ſearched! ſoit is: Aﬀter this 
manner We haye found it hitherto, and ſo we 
truſt in the loving-kindneſs of our God we 
ſhall find ic for the time to come. : 

But becauſe thoſe to whom in this Chap= 
ter, Iam to dire my cxhortation, are yery 
much praQiſed in the ſinging and reading 
the Pſalms of David, 1 (hall from them fyr- 
ther inſtru&t them in.this uſeful and com« 
fortable duty of encreaſing their relyance , 


' and dependance upon God from their expe- 


' Tience 
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rience that they have of his oratious proteai. 


onand watchful providence over them hithers 
to: This Leſſon tbe Plalmiſt teaches themin 
Pſalm 23. 4» 5. T hou art with me, O Lord, 
thy rod and thy ſtaff they comfort me. Thou 
prepareſt a T able before me, thou azointeſt my 
head with ozl, my cup runneth over, Thele 
words are ver- applyable to thoſe that have 
their education in Chriſtchurch, the rod of 


God corre&ed them heretofore in the poyer-. 


ty and deftitution of their parents, his aff 
ſupports them now iti their preſent mainte- 
nance.; they have a 7 able prepared for them, 
and that plentifully, their cap runneth over ; 
this is their preſent priviledge as exaQtly de. 
ſcribed in the expreſſions of chis Plalm, as if 
it were on purpoſe penned for them, and 
their duty is in the enſuing words, they ought 
confidently to expe& that God will ſtill pre. 
ſerye and bleſs them in well doing, wer. 6. 
Skerely goodneſs and mercy fhall preſerve me 
all the days of my life, and 1 will dxell in the 
bouſe of the Lord for ever. Thelike expref- 
fions we have concerning his early hope 
in God, and God's early proviſion for him 
in his Childhood, Pſal. 22. 9, 10. But thos 
are he that took me out of the womb, thon 
daft make me hope when I nas npon my mo- 
thers breaſts. 1 na caſt upon thee from the 
wermb , thou art my God from my mothers 
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belly. And therefore he prayes wich full afſu- 
rance to be heard in the expreffions that fol- 
low ; v. 11. Be not from me, for trouble ts 
near ; and there is none to belp me , except=- 
ing God only who hath been my helper 
from my very birth, and in whom I truſt 
that ke will be ſo ſtill : And if at this ſe- 
cond teaching the Scholars will not learn 
this Leſſon we have it inculcated a third time, 
Pſalm 71. 5,6. For thou art my hope, © Lord, 


. thou art my truſt from my youth : By thee 


have 1 beer: holden up from the womb ; thou 
art be that took me ont of my mothers bowels, 
and from theſe premiſes, within few Verſes 
follows that prayer. v. 8,9, Let my month 
be filled mith thy praiſe, and with thy honour 
all the day. Caſt me not away in my old age, 
forſake me not when my ſtrength failcth: And 
both cheſe imntediately ſucceed each other , 
v. 17, 18. O God thox haſt taught me from my 
youth, and hitherto bave 1 declared thy won- 
droug works. Now alſo when 1 am old and 
gray-hegded forſake me not, wntil t have ſhew- 
ed thy flrength wnto thi; generation; and thy 
power wnto every one that 1 to come, And 
thus from thoſe Pſalms which the children of 
this houſe have made familiar to themſelves 
by their frequent ſinging and reading ; | have 
endeavoured to inculcate that uſeful duty of 
depending upon that Godin their riper years, 
w 
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... | 
who hath been in ſo many gracious inſtan- 
ces the God of their Childhood, and of their 
| But becauſe the opportunitics af- 
forded to thoſe of this houſe, are not only 
thoſe of Lodging and Clothing and Diet, 
but of religious education alſo : The next 
duty that 1 (hall recommend to them , ſhall 
be. | Es 
Thirdly, That they would be thankful un» 
to God for thoſe means of grace that he 
hath afforded them, and endeayour. to be 
fruitful under them : It is the great diſad- 
vantage of poor mens children, ( and ſuch 
only are entertained here ) that they want 
things neceſſary as for life, ſo allo for Godls- 
refs : The means of their parents are.ſo ſhort 
they can ſcarce provide their Children bread, 
much leſs able are they to be at the charges 
of Education ; by which they mighr learn 
to read, and underſtand the word of God, 
which is the food of the Soul, the ſincere 
mile whereby they ſhould grow, the bread of 
life. But i: 1s the honour of this ſociety , 
and the glory of the City, which hath made 
roviſion for that pious diſcipline that is in 
it : That children are hete trained up in 


their tender years in the religious exerciſes 


of Prayer, and finging of Pſalms, and read= 
ing the Scripture, and beſides theſe in Gram- 


mar, and Hiſtory,” and Rhetorick,' aid Poe- 


iy, 
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try, and Writing, and Accounts, and Nayi=- 
oation, and ſuch inſticutions of Learning, as 
may fit them for the Univerſity, or the Shops 
or the Sea, all which they may imbibe toge- 
ther with many happy opportunities of im- 
proving in vertue and grace : And here 
while Children they are trained up in that 
way , that thty ſhould go, and frem which 
they ought 20: to depart when they are old, 
Prov..22, 6. And now under the enjoyment 
of all theſe advantages they ought to be 
thankful; to tha: God who hath given them 
theſe opportunities to know God, and to 
be acquainted with his will, and to under- 
ſtand the great things of their ſalvation, and 
the greater ought their chankfulneſs to be; 
becauſe y advantage of all this is not con= 
fined in the narrow -compaſls of this life, 
but extends alſo to that which is eterhial - 
Far as our Savionr hath told us, John 17. 3s 
Thru uu life eternal to know the only true God; 
and 7eſus Chriſt whom God hath ſent, ' Toge= 
| ther with their thankfulneſs for this mercy, . 
they ought to joyn their devout prayers to 
God, that to theſe means of grace he would 
graciouſly be pleaſed to. add his heavenly 
bleſſings, and the powerful influences , and 
aſſhſtances of his holy and fancifying ſpirit, 
For Paul may plant, and Apollo may water ; 
the Maſters may inſtru& - young —_ 
"= an 
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and the Miſtreſſes,the Maidens, and both may 


endeayour to inſtill Religion into the hearts 


and heads of the Children, bur it is God onh 


thas can give the increaſe, it is he only that 
can give the hearing ear, and the ſeeing eye, 
and 'the underſtanding, and pondering heart, 
Andas God anly can, ſo he will give theſe 
things to thoſe that pray for them: for he hath 

romiſed that he will give his Spirit to thoſe 
that ask it, wiſdom to thoſe that {eek it of him, 
and his Grace to thofe that are willing to lay 
hold of it, but then to theſe ra ers for wil- 
dom, it is the duty. of the Scholars of this 
Houſe, and all ocher Students to joyn theic 
own endeavours: for in the appointment of 
God, our Prayers, and our induſtry ought to 
go together neither of rhelc ſinglgy but both 
joyncly have the promiſe of his Heavenly 
Bleſſing : as is moſt admirably deſcribed by 
the wiſeſt of Kings, Prov. 2. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6x7 
8, 9. Ay Son if thou wilt receive my word), 
and hide my Commandments with thee : So that, 
thou incline thine ear unto wiſdom, and apply 


thy heart unto underſtanding : if thou ſeekeſ ' 


her as Silver, and ſearcheſt for her as bid rrea- 
ſures, then ſhalt thou pnderſtand the fear of the 
Lord, and find thee knowledge of God: For 
the Lord grveth 1 1ſdom, ont of bis mouth com- 
eth knowledge, and wnderſtanding : He layeth 
up ſound wiſdom for the Kightroms , he 144 
Brckitr 
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buckler to them that walk uprightly : He keep: 
2th the path of Judgment, and preſerveth the 
way of his Saints, th:n ſhale thou underſtand 
righteouſn-ſs, and judgment, and Equitr, yea 
ev:ry good work, Many here are the advan= 
rages of earl, Piety, and therefore they ſhould 
conſider the many obligations by which they 
are engaped to it, they have the expreſs com- 
mand of God for it, Eccleſ. 12. 1. Remens- 
ber now thy (reator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, the days wherein 
thou ſhale ſay 1 have no pleaſure: Where 
early piety hath been found, it hath been re- 
corded in Scripture with a particular note of 
commendation , as particularly it is ſaid of 
Samnel, that he ſerved God from his Child. 
hood, of Zofiah that in the Eighth year of his 
reign, while he was yet yrung he began to ſeek 
after the God of David his father ; and in the 
twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Je» 
ruſalem, from the high places and the Grover, 
and the carved 'mages, and the molten Images, 
and to the Praiſe of Timothy it is ſaid, that 
from a Child be had known the Holy Scriptures, 
which were able to make him wiſe unto Salvats- 
on, and certainly his great improvement 
which he afterwards made in wiſdom, were 
in ſome meafare owing to that good foun- 
dation which was laid in his Childhood: ſee- 
ing he & pnt into remembrance to ſlir up the 
G 2 gift 
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gift of God that was in him; and to be con- 
ſtant in that Eauh which dwelt firſt enhis Grand- 
wother Lois, and his e Mower Frinice, and 
through their Pious Inſtructions zz im alſo, 
7 Tim. 1.5, 6. And he may be an excellenpat- 
tern co the Scholars of this Houſe, both for his 
early:and continued Pliets, For here they have 
thoſe ſeeds of knowledge, and virtue, and 
Religion, whichif not choaked may produce 
a'happy Harveſt hereafter, here they have 
thoſe inſtructions when Childrcn which may 
"make them the more uſeful to their Generati- 
-ons when men; At School they learn thoſe 
uſeful parts of Chriſtian knowledge, wbich 
may make them the better Divines, and the 
better Trades men, and the better Citizens, 
when God in his good providence ſhall call 
them forth, to any of theſe uſctul, and com- 
.mendable vocations, and therefore it is their 
duty, and their Intereſt, to build upon lo 
good a Foundation, the ſuperſtructure of a 


Verttious, and Induſtrious, and Religious | 
life, .and notto relapſe into vice, after ſo ma- i 


ny opportunities for the confirming themin 
Religion and Virtue, For #t had been better 
for them never 10 have known the way of righ- 
zeonſneſs, nor to have imbibed the Principles 
atReligion at School, then after they have 
known tt, to turn from the holy { ommanament 


- Relsvered to this, 2 Pete % 21, But be. 
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cauſe God hath ſo far bleſſed this Worſhip- 
ful Foundation, as to raiſe from thence man 

eminent Divines to the Service of his Church, 
many Worthy Patriots tothe City, andmany 
Learned Sergeants and Counſellersto the Bar. 
My laſt requeſt, and exhortation to ſuch 
ſhall be, that in rheir proſperity they would 
remember the affliQions of Joſeph, that in 
their advancegypt they would be mindful of 
their bevtona and bleſs with their bounty 
thoſe places, where they had the riſe, and 
Foundation of all their after grea neſs: To 
God they cannot make any retributions, but 
in the ti 1bures of Praiſe and thankfulneſs, and 
they cannot demenſtrate their thankfulneſs to 
God better, then by beſtowing nor only 


charity, but which is an expreſſion ſomething 


| larger, bounty, andliberality, upon that Ho- 


ſpical, where they themſelves had by his good 
Providence,fo large a maintenance, andſo ad. 
vantageous Education: 3nd now having g1- 
ven theſe plain, buthoneſt direRions, I thall 
conclude this Chapter as I haye done the reſt, 
with a Prayer, 
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A PRAYER. 


LORD we do acknowledze to the 
praiſe of thy goodneſs and bounty 
towards us, that thou haſt been 1. father 
to the fatherle(s, a comtort to the com- 
fortleis, 47d a ready helgggn the need.- 
ful time of trouble, :ho#Hz/? been our 
God from bur mothers belly, and thine 
eye hath watched over us for good ; 

rom our tirth to this very hour, we be- 
ſeech thee,O Goa, give us thankful hearts, 
for all thy benefits beſtowed upon ns, con- 
firm in us always an unfeigned faith, and 
firms relyance upon that providence which 
hath preſerved us, and maintained us hi- 
therto, and conſtant reſolutions to ſerve 
our Goa with all faithfulneſs and ſinceri- 
ty, who hath been ſo good, and ſo gracicus 
to us ; and becaule from thee cometh e- 
very good and pertect gift. Aft and 
bleſs us in our proſecutions, of all true and Þ 
beneficial learning: Inlighten otr under- 
ſtanding O Father of lights : Beffow 
upon us a di{cerning ſpirit,, and a mo 
PL” 
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judament, and an hoxeſt and good heart, 
ſtacerely diſpoſed to imploy all the Talents 
which thou ſhall entruſt us withal, to thy 
Hononr anaGlory,and to the good of thoſe 4- 
mong whom we converſe: For whichend we 
beſeech thee to excite our thirſt after uſe- 
ful, rather than much knowledae , and 
eſpecially = us with the treaſures of 


that znſpire wildom contained in thy ho- 


ly Scriptures , which are able to make 
us wiſe unte ſalvation, that grow:!ns 172 
underſtanding and goodne (s as we grow 118 
years, we may Gy the intentions of 
our pions founders, and prove uſeful in- 


ſtruments of thy glory , and the good of 


mankind when thou (halt call us forth to 
be ſerviceable in our generations : Grve- 
us grace that we may not forſake when 
we are in the way that we are trained 
up in, now we are children, but pro- 
ceeding from grace to grace here , we 
may hereafter come to thy glory, through 
our Lord and Saviour Feſis Chriſt, 1n 
whoſe name and words, &Cc. | 
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CE 
CHAP. VI. 


Inſtructions proper for ſuch , for whoſe 
Care Proviſion t# made in the Hoſpital of St. 
Bartholomew zear Smithfield, and St, Tho- 
mas 7he Apoſtle, i7 Southwark. 


Hile we are here in this (hperfe&t ſtate 

of fleſh and blood, the operations 
of the Soul are very much impeded by the 
infirmities of the body; Heveaiter indeed 
when this mortal ſhall put 0n immortality, and 
this corruptible, ſhall put on incorruption, there 
will be an exact accord, and harmony be- 
tween theſe two, for that wb:ch z natural, 
ſhall be turned into that which 3s ſpiritual, 
and we thatare dull, and unaQive no x, ſhall 
be like the -ngels, not only in H-linefs, but 
in the puri:y of our natures alſo, ready and 
2Qiveto the moſt ſpiritual Offices, that God 
in his wiſdom (ſhall think fitto employ us ins 
But this happy eſtate we enjoy not at preſent, 
but hope tor, groaning wichin onr ſelves, and 
with holy expectation warring for, not only 
the Salvation of our Souls, but alſo: for the 
redemption of or bodies, from thoſe infirmi- 
ties wherewith now they are encompaſſed, 
and both the former, and the latter of _—_ 

| a 
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ſhall be accompliſhed in the higheſt ſenſethat 

thoſe words are capihle of bearing, in that 
grea: day when all che r29''teaus hall be dels- 
vered from the bondage of corruption, into the 
Giorious liberty of the®Children of God, 
Roms. $. 21. 23. At that glorious time we 
ſhail have no infirmitiesto moleſt us, no pains 
to diſturb us, Do ſickneſs to diſcompoſe us, 
bur now mwelabour under all theſe, our bodies 
are Subje ro many weakneſſes, and our Souls 
which are ſo ſtrictly united to then, ſympa- 
thize with them ; and tor the relief of thoſe 
that labour under thele ailings, and have not 
whlerewit-all to provide for their cure. The 
two H,/pual; of St. Bartholomews, and St. 
Thom... were founded Authority:Both by the 
of King Ed-rard the Sixt our Englicth Foſpah, 

and both ſubj«Red to the Government of the 

eMaj'r, Communalty, and C itiJens of Lon= 

don , as in the ityle of their Incorporation 

doth appear. What uſes theie two houſes 

were put to, before the times of King Hen- 

ry the Eighth (by whom they were ſuppreſ- 

ſed among other religious houſes ) it will not 

be needful here to enquire, but the deſigns 

they are at preſent cmployed abour are free 

enongh from ſuperſtition, for in them 1s 

endeavoured to be done by natural means 

what our Saviour often effe&ed by miracle, 

tne weak haye their ſtrength receiyed , = 

Ic 
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fick their health, the Paralitick their former 
ſoundneſs of conſtitution, and the Lame are 
taught to walk : And the Cure of their bodies 
Is not attended with expence to their purſe, 
but Apothecaries and Artendants are provids 
ed for them by the publick charity of this 
noble foundation ; and if I were worthy to 
inſtru& men of ſuch prudence, and gravity, 
and integrity, as reſide here, there is no- 
thing that they could be directed to, but 1s 
done already by the worthipful Governours 
of this houſe, and therefore what exhortati- 
on I have to give, ſhall be to the Patients of 
this place, and that in the plaineſt way that 

offible may be; becauſe, as by the orders 
of this houſe they are of the pooreſt, ſo by 
conſequence, they are of the moſt illiterate 
ſort of people. 

Firſt, Therefore the moſt proper direQi- 
on to them may to be patience under thoſe af- 
fiQtions wi:h which they are exerciſed, and 
the infirmities that they are under : None of 
theſe pains with which they are now exerct- 
ſed, come by chance but by the determinate 
counſel of God, who is of greater Lovethen 
to delight in their aflitions, and of greater 
wiſdom then to ſend them, unleſs he knew 
they had a natural tendency tro their good; 
And indeed they hive, if improved after a 
right manner, and in ſuch a way as good _ 
ayC 
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haye improved them heretofore. David aid 
it was ood for him that he was aflidted, St. 
Panl ſaid that while his outward periſhed, his 
inward m1 was renewed day by day, and it is 
univerſally aſſerted that no afflict:on is at preſent 
joyous but grievoxs, howbeit afterwardit bring- 
eth forth the peaceable fruit of rig* teouſneſs to 
them : hat are exerciſed thereby, Heb. 12 11. 
and that the Liphe afiiGions which are but 
for « mument work for us a far more exceed-. 
ing and eternal weight of. Glory, 2 (or. 4.17. 
It is a ſeyere afffition to contend with weak- 
nefs, and infirmity of body, but it is poſſible 
that God, who kows us better then we know 
our ſelves, ſees that we world employ our 
ſtrengthin outrageous 6ns, w hich require vig- 
our and aCtivity to the performance of them, 
we want health, but God fees we v ould waſt 
it in exceſs, and rivt, we groan perchance 
under ſmart, under pain, but it 1s probable 
God finds that we wanc ſuch a Monitour to 
put usin mind, that we arc bu: men, andif 
this be his graciousdeſign ia ſending theſe cor- 
rections we ought not to repine at his ſeyeri- 
ty, but to be thankful for his goodneſs who 
harh made the ſickneſs of our body contribute 
to the health of our Soul, and .he weakneſs 
of one to the ſtrength of the other, Beſides 
this conſideration, theſe afflicted Lazars 
may alſo take notice that in theſe their 
| | ſuffers 
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ſufferings, there i no temptation Fath happen 
64 to them, but what ts common to men, and 
yery of.cn to good men, as well as others: 
Honeſt Mephiboſheth is attended all his days 
with an incurable Lameneſs, while his crafty 
Servant Zibab is brisk,and aQtive, and by ir gets 
an unhappy advan:ageagainſt his Maſter: deze- 
kiah is exerciſed for ſome rime, with a ſore 
Plague, whereas 4haxz for any thing that appears 
to che contrary, paſſed all his days in health and 
ſtrength ; and we read of a man that was horn 
blind, not for his own fin, nor the fin of hi Pa- 
rent, but that the works of God ſhould be made 
2nanifeſi in him, John 9g. 3. and therefore 
thoſe that are under cure here, have no reaſon 
to complain againſt God, as if he had given 
them hard meaſure: when he lays diſeaſes and 
infirmities upon them, ſeeing he only gives 
them thoſe chaſtiſements which he ath often 
made t& be the portion of the moſt innocenr, 
and beſt of men: But very o'ten it is that we 
may read the cauſes of our infirmities in our 
fins that have been the occaſions of them, and 
then we need not run to the Soverainty of 
God, to check our murmurings, but refle& 
upon our guilt, and that ought to teach us ta 
be patient under theſe ſufferings which we 
have juſtly deſerved : Some complain of the 
ragings of the Gout, but their Luxury andcaſe 
hath fed it, of redneſs in their eyes, and 
ſhaking 
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ſhaking in their bands, and Dropfis in their 
whole body, but their Dcunkenneſs hath 
brought theſe Diſeaſes upon them; of broken 
Limbs, but occaſioned by ſomerath ſquabble, 
and of wounds but received perchance in ſome 
Duel, or unlawful combate : And if this bethe 
caſe, the Patient hath reaſon to be thankſul to 
God, that he hath diſcovered his fin in his 
chaſtiſement, and by a temporal puniſhment 
here given him early warning by a ſpeedy re- 
pentance; to prevent that everlaſting puniſh- 
ment which-ſhall be hereafter : The Tortures 
of the Gout are grievous, but not comparable 
to tnole torments that are in Hell! Thegaſhes, 
' and ſlaſhings of a wound are grievous, but 
not comparable to thoſe i&u;, & Lanialus, 
ſecret conn of conſcience which 2ſinner 
- under conviction finds here; and ſhall find in 
a more inſupportable manner, under actual 
| reprobation hereafter, hard it ts to endure 
thoſe feavors and burnings, which the keen- 
neſs of their pains often put the poor Pati- 
ents into, but more hard to dwell with ever 
laſting burnings: Hard to cut off a hand, or 
a Legge, or any other Limb, but harder hav- 
ingall members perfe&, and entire, to enter 
into thoſe flames which are never quenched ? 
And if our {ins have broughttheſe our aylings 
upon us, God hath whipped us with roas, 
when he might with Scorprozs, puniſhed us 

_ with 
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with pains which are bur momentary, when 
he might with torment that is everlaſting: 
But this is not the caſe of thoſe that are re- 
ceived into that charirable Foundation: where 
few are taken 1n,that have fed their Diſeaſes by 
expenfive fins, for the poor only are admit- 
ted. Few tht have drawn their ailings upon 
themſelves, b. raſh, and nnadviſed engage- 
ments; for they generally make their addreſs 
to tie Governowrs, by Petition, ſhewing in 
what way of induſtry they have lived here- 
tofore, bv whar ill accident their infirmities 
were occaſioned, and how unable they are 
to provide for their own cure: And befides 
theſe, ſuch alſo are admitted who havye ſuffer- 
ed the loſs, or difability of any Lim or part 
oftheir Body, in the Service gf their King 
and Country, and to ſuch as theſe the very re- 
fletion upon the innocence of their Lives, 
or the ſerviceableneſs of them, may much 
contribute to their chearful, and comfortable 
bearing of Gods chaſtiſements ; Their 1n- 
ward peace may help ro abate their outward 
orief, and the tranquility of their Soul ſome 
way allay the pains of their Body. The Spirit 
of a man, will ſuſtain bis infirmi:y, ſaid the 
wiſe man, Prov. 18, 14, and dayly obſer- 
vation may inform us, thatmen «f ſtout hearts, 
and ſtrong conſtitucians, and brisk Spirits, 


can bear their inficmities with leſs trouble 
then 
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then other men, but a wornded Spirit who can 
bear, and when inward guilt, and outward 

ain both concur ſuch anguiſh is inſupporta- 
ble.But the Patients of theſe Houſes [ charita- 
bly hope have ſeldom theſe two meet toge- 
ther upon them: and theref.re they may the 
more boldly caſt themſelves upon God, to 
be their comfort in-all their troubles, to 
make their bed in all their fickneſs, and ac- 
count their wounds which they have received 
for their King and Country, not more the 
defacement of their bodies, then they are the 
Glory and ornament or their names and repus- 
fations. And becaulic here they are under the 
means of cure, therefore 

Secondly, Let them thankfully acknow- 
ledge the mercy of God in thoſe Proviſions 
which they enjoy for that purpoſe : God hath 
oratfoufly been pleaſed in all the parts of his 
creation,and providence plentifully.to provide 
not only for the life, but health and cure of 
mankind : The Land yields :not.only Herbs 
neceffary for food, butalſo Phyſick, the bow- 
els of the earth, as they yield Gold and Silver 
for the conveniency of Trafhck, ſo they alſo 
afford many minerals, improveable to the 
uſes of Phyſick and Chirurgery ; and as God 


S hathevery where mixed tte Sea and Rivers * 


with the dry Land, to ſupply drink for the 
Uſe of man, and Beaſt, ſo alſo he hath com- 
manded 
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manded in diverſe places ro break forth mary 
medicinal Springs for their health and cure, 
as the #ath tor infirm People, and elſewhere 
Tarnbriage, .and Epſam, and Barnet, and. o- 
thers very proper for preventing diverſe Diſ- 
eaſes, and the remoyal of them when upon 
us. Ofold he gave a miraculous Virtueto 
the Pool of Beleſdah for the healing of all 
that were halt or withered, or troubled wich 
any other infirmity, and in theſe :wo Socie- 
ties, he hath by his good providence raiſed 


up thoſe charitable Samaritans, who have 


made St. Bartholomews, and *t. Thomas's 


a.couple of Engliſh Betheſdahs, where tar is 
done by the bleſſing of God upon humane 


means, Which there was done by the mira- 
culous moving of the waters by -an Angel ſent 
from Heaven, In all theſe cures men are the 
Inſtruments in the hand of God, . God the 
chiefand Principal Phyficiao, and therefore 
as they ought to be thankful to men}, as em- 
ployed by God for their good, ſo ought they 
to give the chiefeſt praife to God, the giver 
of all healthand cure, And as it is their duty 
to be thankful to God for his'good provi= 
dence towards them: inthat he hath put them 
under not only the poſſibility, but alſo proba- 
bility of cure,{o ought the; to dependuponhim 
for the ſucceſs, and that brings me to thenext 


duty,which I think proper to recommend to 
the 
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the Patients of theſe Houſes , and that is} 
Thirdly, That they would caſt themſelves. 
upon God by the Prayer of Faith, and hope 
for his bleſſing upon the means uſed for their 
recovery : For the endeavours of men though 
never ſo regular, and Lawful, are not ſucceſ. 
ful, unleſs the bleſſing of God go along 
with themi. Except the Lord build the Howſe, 
they laboxr in vain that buil it, except the 
Lord kept the (ity, the Watchman waketh but 
in vain, Pſalm 127. 1. and unleſs the Lord 
promote the cure, in vain doth the Nurſe 
cheriſh the Patient, or the Chyrurgeon apply 
his Plaiſters, or the Phyſician preſcribe Me- 
dicines, for the ſucceſs of all this proceeds 
from God, in whoſe hand are the iflues of 
life, and death; ofhealth, and ſickneſs. Our 
Saviour when he was here on earth, put Difſ- 
| eaſes to flight by the command of his mouth, 
and gave fight to the blind, hearing to the 
| deaf, Legs to the lame, ſtrength to the weak, 
| and health to thoſe that are diſeaſed, and all 
this at the bare expence of a word, attended 
| with that power which was never wanting to 
| the execution of his holy will and pleaſure : 
} Andnow that heis in Heaven, his hand isnot 
| ſhortned, thar he cannot ſave; his power is not 
| lels, thar he cannot heal, his compaſſions are 
| not leſs propenſe, that he ſhould not pity, 
| but he is as ready now, as he was then, tohear 
; H the 
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the Prayer of the weak and infirm, and to 
ſend them healch, if not in the very ſame way, 
to as good purpoſes, if not by a viſible mira« 
cle, yet by his effetbal, and efficacious bleſl: - 
ing upon natural means And therefore the 
Scripture dire&s Patients to both ſort; ofcure, 
the ſpiritual, as well as the humane, and 
more ordinary, in a place ſo appoſite to the 
condition of the Patients of theſe Hoſpitals, 
as.if ic were penned on purpoſe for them: 
St, James 5. 14, I5. Is any ſick among you? 
Let bim call for the Elders of the Church: and 
let them pray over him, anointing him with 
ol in the name of the Lord, and the Prayer of 
Faith ſhall ſave the ſick : and the Lord ſhall 
raiſe him up, and if be bave commuted ſins, 
they ſhall be forgiven him, It was a fault in 
eſa, (though in the main a very good 
Prince, ) that «1: bis diſeaſe he ſought not to 
the Lord; but to the Phyſicians, and the ſame 
fault is too. common among Chriſtians, but 
would any walk according to the right Go- 
ſpel Method in theſe cafes? Let them make 
uſe of humane means, becauſe God hath 
no Where promiſed to heal us by miracle, 
and in the uſe. of the means, ſend up an 
eye of Faith to God, becauſe without his 
blefſing, the means will prove incffecu- 
al.” -- 

Fourthly, When tiz poor Patients are mn 
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ed of their infirmities, lex them obey thay 
exhortation which our Saviour gave hereta- 
fore to the Cripple, and the Worſhipful 
Governonrs of St. Bartholomens have inſerted 
into their Orders, Pag. 24. Let them ſinno 
more, leſt a worſe thing come untothem, For 
better is it to be a ſickly Saint, then a ſtout 
ſinner, an afflicted Chriſtian, then a healthy 
reprobate, better to be weak in body, then 
weak in grace,more eligible far to be ſtrength- 
ened in the inner man with che aids of Gods 
Spirit, then to be ſtrong to commit wick- 
edneſs. Our days here are few and evil, 
Our bodies brittle and frail, ſubje& to many 
Diſeaſes, liable to many frailties, but after 
this life, there is a happy ſtate will take 
place, where the righteous will be bleſſed 
with endleſs reſt, not diſturbed by any 
pains, a perpetual health not interrupted by 
any ſickneſs, and perfeQ ſtrength , not a- 
bated by any weakneſs, this bliſs let them 
ſeek in weldoing, and for their bleſſed ar- 
rival at ſuch a condition. Let them not be 
wanting in their conſtant ſupplication to God 
the only giver of temporal and eternal life, 
of health here, and of everlaſting Salvation 
hereafter : And I have endeavoured to aſſiſt 
their Devorions by two Prayers, the one to 
| be uſed by them, during the time that they 
are aCtually under their infirmities, the other 
H 2 afrec 
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after that they are cured of them : and the lar- 
cer of tbeſe is tranſcribed word for word 
out of the Orders and Ordinances of the 
Worſhipful Hoſpital of St, Bartholomews, 


A Prayer, 


Holy Father, we deſire in all hu- 

| mility, to acknowledze the Juſtice 
of thy corretting hand upon ns, in thoſe 
pains and infirmities which we endure, 
we are not worthy of life, much leſs of 
health , and ſtrength, and therefore 
teach us to ſubmit to thy correftions, 
with all Chriſtian patience and reſjgna- 
tion: Let the weakneſs of our bodies, 
prove the health of our Souls,and while our 
outward man periſheth, Let our 1n- 
ward man be renewed day by day : 
and grant we teſeech thee, that theſe 
light aflictions which are but for a 
moment, may work for us a far 
more exceeding weight of Glory. 
Have mercy upon us thou Son of Da- 
vid, and as here on earth thou didſt give* 
eyes to the Ulind, and eares tothe *g, 

az 
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and Legs to the lame, ſtrength to the 
weak, axd health to the ſick, ſo now that 
thou art in Heaven, let us find thy power 
great, to heal our Diſeaſes, and to relieve 
our infirmities, aud give thy bleſſing to 
the means uſed for our recovery. Howe- 
ver we beſeech thee, 6 Gracious God, pre- 
pare 1s for thy ſelf by all thy mercies, and 
by all cur afflictions, and at laſt bring 1s to 
that happy ſtate where there us health, and 
20 ſickneſs, reſt, and no pain, everlaſtin 
life, with no death to follow it, let this be 
owr bleſſed Lot, and let this be our happy 
Portion in eternal enjoyment of God, and 
zz our everlaſtins Communion with the 
Father, and with the Spirit, and with 
the Son, who when he w.ns 0ne:rth taught 
25 to Pray, ſaying. Onr Father, QC. 
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A Thankſgiving unto Almighty God, 
to be ſaid by the poor that are cured 
in the Hoſpital of Sr. Bartholomews, 
at the time of their delivery from 
thence, upon their knees in the Hall 
before the Hoſpitaler, and two Ma- 
ſters of the Houle at the leaſt, 


E maznifie and praiſe thee O 

Lord, that ſo mercifully and fa- 
wourably haſi looked upon us miſerable and 
wretched ſinners, which ſo highly have 
offended thy Divine Majeſty, that we are 
wot worthy to be numbred among thy elett 
and choſen People : our ſins being great 
and grievous, are daily before our eyes, 
we lament and be ſorry for them, and with 
forrowful heart, and lamentable tears, 
we call and cry unto thee for mercy. Have 
mercy 7200 us O Lord, have mercy upon 
25 2d according to thy great mercy, 
3 - way the multitude of our ſins, and 
grit us now O Lord, thy moſi holy and 
working Spirit, that ſetting aſide all vice 
and idleneſs, we may in thy fear ” 

OS | ".— 
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and go forward in all vertae and godli- 
neſs. And for that thou haſt moved O 
Lord, the hearts of Goaly men, and the 
Governours of this Howſe, to (hew their 
exceeding charity towards i, incurin 
of our maladies axd diſeaſes, we yield moſt 
humble and hearty thanks to thy Majeſty, 
and ſhall inceſſantly laud and praiſe thy 
moſt holy and glorious name : Beſeeching 
thee, moji eracious and merciful Loyd, 
according to thy holy word and promiſe, ſo 
to bleſs this thine own dwelling Houſe, and 
the Faithful Miniſters thereof, that there 
be here found no lack, but that their riches 
and ſubſtance may encreaſe, that thy holy 
24:28 may thereby be the more praiſed and 
glorified, to whom be all laud, honour, ana 
glory, world without end, Amen. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. Vit. 


Inflruttions for thoſe that have been re- 
\ ſtored to their ſenſes, in the Hoſpital of 
Bethleem. 


T- hath been already obſerved in this ſmall 
Treatiſe, to the great Glory of this City, 
that there is ſcarce any infirmity to which hu- . 
mane nature ts liable, but ſome Proviſion hath 
been made againſt it, by the generous charity 
of the Honourable, and Wortihipful Patriots 
thereof - andas in other Hoſpitals this bath 
been manifeſted, ſo alſo itis very demonſtra. 
ble from the worthy intents of this charitable 
foundation ; where very ample proviſion is 
made for Pnyſick, and Lodging, and atten- 
dance, and all other things requiſite for the 
cure, and welfare of thoſe miſerable people, 
that are crazed in their brains, To the Go- 
yernours of this place there is no need to ad- 
dreſs any advice ; Their worthy performan- 
ces ſupply abundant matter for praiſe, and 
leave no room for further direQions to do 
any thing more then they do already, The 
Poor people under cure are not capable of it, 
for it would be a piece of madneſs to direct 
advice to ſuch as are under actual aye 
” | | an 
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and ſoare not capable of it. The only men 
therefore to whom applications of this nature 
mult be made, mult be ſuch as haye received 
cure in this Houſe, and by that means have 
been reſtore! to the enjoyment of heir ſenſes 
and uſe of their reaſon: To rhele. 

My firſt direQtion ſhall be, that they would 
endeavour to be thankful to God for ſo great 
a mercy : We uſually value mercies by the 
want of them, as thoſe that have been ſick 
. know how to pur an eſtimate upon health,? 
thoſe that have been confined upon Liberty, 
and thoſe that have been exerciſed with any 0. 
ther affliction, know how to prize thoſe en- 
Joyments, which others have, and underya. 
lue for the commonneſs of them: and tizeree 
fore ifany know how to put adue eſteem 
upon this great mercy, the undiſturbed ufe of 
their ſenſe and reaſon, theſe men d>: Thoſe 
that are under -the care, and Proviſion of o- 
ther Hoſpitals, are not half ſo miſerable as 
they lately were. Chreſt-"harch is a recepta- 
cle of poor mens Children, but poverty 
though a greatmiſery, is not wholly without 
relief? and remedy, if men haye the uſe of 
their ſenſe and reaſon, whereby to learn and 
practiſe honeſt, and ingenuous arts for their 
relief, and maintenance, In St. Bartholo- 
2921s, and St. Thomas's there are lame, and 
decrepit, and infirm People exerciſed with 
"£0 diverſe 
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_ diverſe pains, bur ſeeing their diſtemper doth 

not touch their brain : they can enjoy the 
{weert and delightful converſe of Friends, and 
acquaintance, and communicate pleaſant and 
uſetul diſcourſe with them: and both the 
former, and the latter of theſe have 0»por- 
tunitics for the working out thery Salvation 
with fear and trembling : But the Patients of 
Bethleem want all this, if they bepoor, they 
want the uſe of reaſon to attend upon a bene- 
ficial calling, and if ſurrounded with a mul- 
titude of Friends, they are not bettered by 
their converſe, as not underſtanding what 
they ſay, or what they do: but if they have 
been addicted ta any courſe of mortal ſin, 
they areas it were locked up under a ſtate of 
impenitence, having not ſenſe to apprehend 
the error of their former ways, aor reaſon 
to dire& them how to return to the wiſdom 
of the juſt: But by being reſtored to their 
ſenſes, they are reſtored to all theſe advanta. 
oes. They are better enabled to maintain 
their charge, better enabled to enjoy their 
Friends, better enabled to ſerve their Ged : 
Andas itis a complicated mercy, ſo it de- 
ſerves a complicated thankfulneſs, And they 
thatare reſtored to their ſenſes, ought to re. 
turn a ſeyeral acknowledgment to the Divine 
oodneſs, as for the fundamental mercy it 
PE ſofor all thoſe that are contained in it, 


Men 
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Men afe Inſtruments in the hand of God, and 
as ſuch there is due to them a gratitude pro- 
portionable to their care over them: but 
God is the principal agent, and therefore be 
may claim their higheſt praiſe and adora- 
tions" ::-:. | 
Secondly, My ſecond exhortationtothoſe 
that have a happy cure in this Hoſpital, is to 
take care of thoſe ſinful paſſions thar hereto« 
fore have cither cauſed, or haſtened their 
former diſtra&tion upon them : For ſeldom 
It is that a man of a ſedate temper, or a quiet 
mind, or of moderate propenſions, or taat 
hath bounded bis deſires within the limits of 
reaſon, and Religion, that arrives at theſe 
phrenſics which have their cure in this Houſe, 
But uſually ſome inordinate paſſion traniports 
us firſt beyond our duty, and then beyond 
our wits. Some are vain glorious, and be- 
cauſe they meet with ſcorn, where they look- 
ed for reſpe&, it is a diſturbance firſt to their 
thoughts, then to the very conſtitution of 
their brain, and then perverts their ſenſes ; 
ſome guide their Love more by fancy then 
by reaſon: not regarding the conſent of Pa- 
rents, nor approbation of Friends, norany of 
thoſe circumſtances which a wiſe man ought 
eo conſider, and that paſſion which was but 
the iſſue of an unreaſonable luſt, concludes at 


laſt in a more unreaſonable phrenſy : And 
| | ſome 
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ſome diſturb their minds with unreafonable 


ſcruples, and Religion, which hath a natural 


tendency to compoſe mens Spirits, diſturbs 
theirs: My advice to all ſuch 1s, that when 
they are reſtored to their ſenſes, they would 
correc their paſſions by reaſon and Religion, 
and they will find the benefit of it in the ſe- 
dateneſs of their Spirits, and in the peace of 
their conſciences, and in their maſtery oyer 
thoſe inordinacies of Soul, which often tranſ- 
port men into phrenſy : Love nothing paſſie. 
nately but God, and thoſe Divine beauties, 
though they may tranſpo!t; will never diſtract 
the Sonl: Submit to the d11;.c::7itions of God, 
concerning you, and think that condition 
beſt which his providence hath allotted you: 
and you need never fear that diſcontent will 
crack your brain. Keep a conſcience clear 
in all things, for nothing is ſo diſtrating as 
guilt, nothing more ſedate then uprightneſs 
and integrity» In Religion, ſtudy not the 
things that are myſterious, but the things 
that are neceſſary : Deep enquiries have often 
diſtracted the acuteſt brains, but plain truths 
never diſcompoſed the molt illiterate under- 
ſtanding. Believe the Trinity to be a myſte- 
ry incomprehenfible, and let it continue fo : 
Acknowledge the decrees of God to be un- 
ſearchable, and pry not into them too curi- 


ouſly : Reſign your ſelf to the guidance of the 
Spirit, 
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Spirit, and be content to be ignorant of che 
manner of its operations, and if this you do, 
you will be as wiſeas God requires you ſhould 
be; moreReligious then ſome men that count 
themſelves more wiſe then you, and more 
compoſed in your Spirir, then thoſe that di- 
ſtrat themſelves with myſterious enquiries 3 
And this is my ſecond direion to this ſort of 
People, to ayoid violcnt paſſions, and nice 
ſpeculations. 

Thirdly, My third direQion (hall be, that 
when men haye recovered the uſe of their 
reaſon, they would employ the exerciſe of it 
about the belt things, the ſervice of God, the 
goodof mankind, and the diſcreet guidance 
of their own lives. and converſations: And 
ſurely God in his providence will preferye 
that reaſon ſound, andentire that is employed 
to ſo Divine purpoſes. In theſe generous 
employments there are many thingsennobling 
to our reaſon, nothing diliurbing or diſtrat- 
ing. To ſerye God,. and ſubmit our will to 
his, to hope in his goodneſs, and depend 
upon his mercy, are things ealie to be under= 
ſtood, and require nor an acute brain toper- 
form them. But the diſputes about God, 
and Religion, lead men into endleſs mazes, 
and Meanderss To do as we would be done by 
requires no great skill and cunniog, but the 
methods of Craft and deceit,may ſoon puzzle 
the 
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the ſhrewdeſt underſtanding: for the paths 
of righteouſneſs are plain and caſte, bur the 
contrivances of the wicked, are many of them 
yery diſtrating: And then for thoſe duties 
which concern the Regulation of our affe&i- 
ons, there are none of them have any tenden- 
cy in them to 4iſturb our Spirits, but all pro- 
per to compoſe them: Anger, and impati- 
ence enrage the heart, but meckneſs will 
compoſe,and ſetile it. Thirſt of revenge boyls 
up the blood to unnatural heats : but Chriſti- 
an forgiveneſs makes us at peace within our 
felves, and with others. Anxious care, and 
deſponding thoughts, are very often produ- 
Qive of Phrenſy, but nothing fo proper to 
quiet, and allay all the fluctuations of our 
minds, as Faith and Hope, and thoſe other 
oraces that are nearly allied to theſe. If God 
of his mercy reſtore our reaſon, in gratitude 
we are bound to employ it in his ſervice: and 
this is alſo the beſt courſe to preſerve the 
ſoundneſs and integrity of it; for God will 
bleſs thar reaſon that is employed in the exer- 
ciſes of Religion, and the duties of Religion 
naturally tend to the improving and preſerv- 
ing of 1t. Z 

'The laſt Cuty that 1 ſhall recommend to 
them, is to pity them that are in the like con- 
dition to that wherein they heret>fore were, 


to aid them art preſent with the aſſiſtance of 
their 


(117) 
their prayers, and hereafter their Hoſpital 
with the bounty of their purſe, if God ſhall 
enable them to do ſo. To do good and to come 
municate, forget not , ſaith the Apoltle ; for 
with ſuch ſacrifices God 15 well pleaſed, but 
our charity is moſt ſuitable when it is exten- 
ded to thoſe who are under thoſe miſcries 
which heretofore were ours : 1/rael muſt 
not grieve the ſtranger, becauſe they were 
ſtrangers in Egypr. The believing Hebrews 
to whom the Apoſtle writes, 72uft remember 
thoſe that are in bonas, as being bound with 
them, and them that ſuffer adverſity, as bring 
themſelves alſo in the body. And thoſe that 
have wanted their ſcnles ſhould remember 
thoſe tha: want them {tiii ; remember them 
always in their prayers, and when they ſhall 
be able inthe largeneſs of their bounty too. 
I add not further ro this Chapter, but only 
the uſual concluſion of the reſt, a Prayer, 
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A PRAYER. 


LORD weatfrre to return unto 

thee all pWrole praiſe, and thanks 
for all thy mercies beſtowed upon us , 
7207 particularly for h it great mercy 
of reſtoring us to our former "ſenſes: * we 
beſeech thee teach us to employ our rea- 
ſor tn the ſervice of God, aud the duties 
of relizion ; to work out our lalyation 
with fear and trembling, aza to ſtuay 
the things of our PEACE * Subdue in us 
all diſturbing paſſions , and inordinate 
afjettions, which are contrary to our peace, 
and contrary to thy Goſpel : Root out of 
our ſouls ſenſuil lvoe, and reſtleſs ambi- 
tion, and all pride, "ol haughtineſs of 
ſpirit ; and teach #5 to reoulate our de- 
fires according to the rules of reaſon and 
relivion : Preler: e onr reaſon which thou 
bh: ft reſtored, and reftore it to thoſe that 
wazt it : pity their dark and di'cou(vlate 
condition, allay their fears, an wer thetr 
doubts, on ſubdue their aiſtempers, and 
ſpeak peace and health to them, and 
make 
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wake ms truly thankful to Grd, who hath 
»1ade it to be better with us than it is with 
them : And as thou haſt relieved our bo- 
dily diſtempers, ſo heal all our ſpiritual 
Gleafes. Make us every day more and 
more to be religious towards our God , 
Juſt and charitable towards our Neigh- 
bours, and ſober, and temperate in our 
chaſt and Chriſtian uſage of our own 
bodies, Fill us with the fruits of the 
ſpirit, goodneſs, and meekneſs, and faith, 
and hope, and patience,and Fr nth 
and all other Graces here, and the ful- 
ze(s of thy glory hereafter, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, In whoſe name, GC: 
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The Cloſe. 


Hee from the beginning to the end 
ing of this Treatiſe, I have walked in 
a path untroden by others before me: But 
all alang have ſincerely aimed at the ſpiritual 
good of thoſe that have come under the di- 
retions of my Pen. Ir is yery meet that in 
this, as In all other ations, the main end 
that I propound to my ſelf ſhould be the ho 
hour of God, and the good of Souls ; but 
r that I have alſo deſigned to teſtifie my 
duty and reſpe&s to the Court of Aldermen, 
whoſe Stipendiary I am, and to the Wore 
ſhipfui Governours of the ſeyeral places men- 
tioned in :his diſcourſe z and if they will per- 
mit theſe books to be diſtributed among the 

eovple tnder their charge, 1 ſhall pray for 
a bl:f.2g from God, upon what I have writ 
and the - ihall read, and dire them to pray 
for their Gayernours, and Patrons, ' and Be- 
nefa@ours in the ſhort form following. 
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A PRAY-ER. 


EORD; the glver of every 

good and perie. t gift , we 7e- 

thru unto thee the trivute of prat, 'e and © 

thanksgivins , for all the pricileazes 

axd idvantazes reached out to us y 'y 
the hands of. our Patycns, and Benef i bs 

(tonrs 3 39797 beſeech thee, give ns Grace 
to wal worthy 0 F all the (e "thy Wercies , 
ana their 46d "T's ys 47 +4 reſtore it'0 
them into their Go 0825 4 hunderes fold 


| for all thei; Chriſtian char: ity and bontn- 


ty; Grant's” hem in this life il the 
bleſſings of thy Grice, and favours aid 
—- 51s world to come, life and immorta- 

, thronzh Feſus Chri'i our Lord, who 


7, taught fs to pray, ſaying, 


Our Father which art in Heaven, 
hallowed be thy name , thy King- 


dom come , thy Will be done 1n 
F 2 Earth, 
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Earth; as it is in Heaven, Give us 
this day our daily Bread , and for- 
o1ve us Our Treſpaſles, as we forgive 
them that Treſpals againſt us, and 
lead us not into Temptation , but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the Kingdom , and the Power and 


the Glory , for ever and ever. 
_ Amen. 
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